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Football Signees: 


New Class Is One Of Quality 


by Craig Threlkeld 


With few scholarships to 
give, Bama was selective 


as if the Crimson Tide fared poorly in its 
football recruiting for 1995. However, 
let’s not count the Tide out just yet. 

As everyone knows (because Alabama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings keeps reminding 
us), you never know what you get in a play- 
er until he takes the field. As it is, Alabama's 
latest recruiting class, to this point, gets 
only mixed reviews. As the February | sign- 
ing date has come and gone, many are won- 
dering why the Tide signed so few in com- 
parison with the Auburns, the Floridas, the 
Tennessees. 

A good question indeed. The answer: for a 
number of reasons, Alabama and Stallings 
this year chose quality over quantity. The 
primary reason for the reduction in numbers 
was the result of the back-and-forth between 
the NCAA and The University regarding al- 
legations of improprieties in the football 
program. 

According to Stallings, the independent 
counsel hired by The University to investi- 
gate the facts of the NCAA probe suggested 
the Tide sign only 14 players this year. 
Although there has been no official confir- 
mation, Alabama’s signing only 14 players 
seems to indicate an agreement between The 
University and the NCAA. Alabama and the 
NCAA have used the new summary disposi- 
tion process to assess penalties against 
Alabama for rules violations regarding for- 
mer Alabama players Gene Jelks (who al- 
legedly received an improper loan while eli- 
gible) and Antonio Langham (who allegedly 
signed with an agent and then continued to 
play), and as a result Alabama turned a 
number of players away. 

Because of the reduction in the number of 
signings, Stallings this year abandoned his 
policy of just signing good football players, 
regardless of position, and looked to fill po- 
sitions on a need basis. The Tide wanted to 
sign five defensive backs, two running 
backs, two wide receivers, two defensive 
linemen and three offensive linemen. The 
Tide came pretty close to its wish list. 


6 


IF an On-paper comparison, it may seem 


Bama ended up getting six defensive backs 
(or possibly three running backs) when 
Michael Feagin got the last Bama scholar- 
ship. Most believe Alabama was holding that 
final scholarship for defensive lineman Ernie 
Badeaux of River Ridge, Louisiana, but 
Florida won out for Badeaux in the final 
hours before signing day. Ironically, Alabama 
may would have used its final scholarship 
for offensive lineman Cooper Carlisle of 
McComb, Mississippi, had the Tide known 
it was going to lose Badeaux. Since Bama 
was holding its final scholarship for 
Badeaux, Carlisle accepted a scholarship 
from Florida. So, inadvertantly by taking so 
long to make a decision, Badeaux may have 
hit a double lick for Florida and against 
Alabama, Bama might also have offered 
Coffeeville lineman T.J. Dunnigan, who 
signed with Auburn, had the Tide not wait- 
ed on Badeaux. 

How does the Tide's class shape up? To put 
faith in analysts and recruiting “experts” is 
shaky, but here goes. Recruiting guru Forest 
Davis ranks the Bama class third in the 
Southeastern Conference, behind Florida 
and Auburn. Nationally Bama fared quite 
well. According to the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution, a top-five ranking is in order, 
along with eighth by Allen Wallace in 
SuperPrep, tied for 10th in Blue Chip and 
tied for seventh in Max Emfinger’s recruiting 
magazine. Prep Football Report had Bama 
12th, while Bill Buchalter ranked Bama 
14th. Of course, a fall and spring is neces- 
sary before the Stallings judgment is passed, 
but Recruiting Coordinator Randy Ross feels 
this class is a good one. 

One bonus: all of the signees are expected 
to be academically eligible. 


ere, in alphabetical order, is a look 
H: the newest members of the 

Alabama football family, the signees 
of 1995. A reminder that if you would like 
to see them for yourself, see the ad on Page 
3 to order the video, “Future Tiders.” 

Shaun Alexander is a 6-2, 195-pound all- 
everything running back from Boone 
County High School in Florence, Kentucky. 
As the state's Player of the Year, Alexander 
rushed for more than 3,100 yards and 54 
touchdowns as a senior, adding to his al- 
ready impressive junior totals of 2,401 yards 
and 42 touchdowns. Shaun rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards three consecutive seasons, 
and was a Parade and USA Today All- 


America selection. In his prep career under 
Coach Owen Hauck, Alexander rushed for 
6,657 yards, which ranked him ninth na- 
tionally, and 110 touchdowns, which placed 
him in fifth place nationally. Alexander can 
perform off the field as well, graduating an 
honor student and president of his senior 
class, Boone County finished 14-1 last sea- 
son and was Class 4A runner-up. 

Fernando Bryant is a 6-0, 175-pound de- 
fensive back from Riverdale High School in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Bryant proved he 
was a versatile athlete for Coach Gary 
Rankin, catching 48 passes for 798 yards 
and eight touchdowns of the offensive side 
of the ball. Defensively, Bryant recorded 82 
tackles and six interceptions his senior sea- 
son, along with averaging 30 yards per punt 
return. An All-America selection, his effort 
as a two-way starter pushed Riverdale to the 
Class 5A championship and a 15-0 record. 
Bryant’s junior statistics were nothing to 
sneeze at either as he recorded 62 tackles 
five interceptions, 25 receptions for 350 
yards and one touchdown. Along with his 
All-America status, Bryant earned all-county 
and all-region honors. He was also a mem- 
ber of the Allanta Journal Top 100. 

Shamari Buchanan is a 6-1, 205-pound 
wide receiver out of Douglass High School 
in Atlanta, Questionable after breaking an 
ankle and missing three games, Buchanan 
proved he is a wise selection, catching 15 
passes for 400 yards and five touchdowns. 
He also played defensive back as a sopho- 
more and junior for Coach Michael Simms, 
and snagged 15 receptions for another 400 
yards and five touchdowns as a junior. 
Buchanan managed over 26 yards per recep- 
tion and shows his versatility as an athlete 
by running hurdles and relays in track. 

Michael Feagin is a 5-8, 180-pound ath- 
lete. Starting at running back and defensive 
back for Coach Gene Allen and Greenville 
High School, Feagin was an All-State 5A 
pick whose versatility as a runner and re- 
ceiver is a bonus. As a senior Feagin rushed 
for more than 1,600 yards and 16 touch- 
downs, along with catching 11 passes for 
212 yards and five touchdowns. As a punt 
returner, he returned 16 punts for 289 yards, 
and holds the school record for single sea- 
son rushing yardage. Feagin played on the 
1994 5A state championship team, and par- 
ticipated in the sprints competitions as a 
member of the track team. 

Reggie Grimes is a 6-4, 240-pound full- 
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Shaun Alexander 
back from Hunters Lane High 
School in Madison, Tennessee, 
near Nashville. Grimes was a 
three-year starter at defensive 
end and a two-year starter at 
fullback for Coach Jerry Pigue. 
As a senior he rushed for 1,388 
yards and 23 touchdowns, fol- 
lowing a junior effort of 1,100 
yards and 11 touchdowns. A 
first team all-state selection, 
Reggie is a versatile athlete who 
played quarterback, fullback 


Fernando Bryant 
and linebacker for Hunters Lane 
and finished sixth in the state in 
the discus in 1993. Reggie, a 
member of the Atlanta Journal 
top 100, was said to have con- 
sidered Notre Dame, Georgia 
Tech and Vanderbilt before 
committing to Alabama. 
Thomas Hill is a 5-10, 170- 
pound defensive back from 
Meridian (Mississippi) High 
School. Another track athlete 
who is extremely quick and 


Shamari Buchanan 
physical, Thomas recorded 48 
tackles, one interception, one 
caused fumble and two recov- 
ered fumbles as a senior. As a 
cornerback Hill was a second- 
team all-state selection, and 
started three years in the defen- 
sive backfield. As Meridian fin- 
ished 9-3 in 1994, Hill was cho- 
sen to be a member of the 5A 
All-State team. As a junior 
Thomas broke up 14 passes and 
was active to the ball, making 


Michael Feagin 
50 solo tackles. 

Kevin Jackson is a 6-2, 200- 
pound defensive back from 
Dothan. As a senior for North- 
view High School, Jackson in- 
jured his knee in a playoff loss 
to Vigor, and subsequently 
played the past two seasons for 
Jones Junior College in Ellis- 
ville, Mississippi. Last season as 
a linebacker, Kevin made 127 
tackles (88 solo), intercepted 
five passes for 115 yards, 
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Reggie Grimes 


recorded four quarterback 
sacks, caused seven fumbles, 
blocked two kicks and scored 
three defensive touchdowns. 
Jackson, a junior college All- 
America honoree, was coached 
by Parker Dykes at JJC. Jackson 
is already enrolled at Alabama 
and is taking part in the off-sea- 
son program and will partici- 
pate in spring training. 

Jason McDonald is a 6-6, 285- 
pound offensive lineman from 
Theodore High School. As a se- 
nior he graded 90 percent in his 
blocking assignments. Mc- 
Donald is considered by some 
to be the top offensive lineman 
prospect in Alabama, and was a 
member of the Atlanta Journal 
top 100. A two-year starter for 
Coach Joe Downey at Theodore, 
McDonald was an honorable 
mention all-state pick as a ju- 
nior and earned first team all- 
state as a senior. 

Michael “Mookie” Moore, 6-4, 


Thomas Hill 


280, played both sides of the 
ball for Coach Walden Tucker at 
Fayette County High School. As 
a two-year starter, Mookie 
recorded 15 quarterback sacks 
and ten tackles for losses as a 
junior. An excellent run block- 
er, Moore's size, speed (5.0 sec- 
onds in the 40-yard dash), 
strength (385-pound bench, 
500-pound squat) and tech- 
nique, teamed with his work 
ethic, could make him into top 
quality college offensive line- 
man. 

Chris Samuels is a 6-6, 260- 
pound offensive lineman from 
Shaw High School in Mobile. 
Although a neck injury cut into 
his playing time late in his se- 
nior season, Samuels graded 90 
percent or better on offense and 
made significant contributions 
on defense. Timed at 4.9 in the 
40, Samuels shows good quick- 
ness. Chris played for Coach 
Tommy Davis at Shaw, which 


Kevin Jackson 


finished 8-3-0 in 1994. 

Kelvin Sigler is a 6-1, 175- 
pound defensive back and team- 
mate of Samuels at Shaw High 
School in Mobile. A speedster 
(4.4 in the 40, 10.7 in the 100 
meters), Sigler earned all-state 
and was named the county's top 
defensive back after recording 
106 tackles, two interceptions, 
three fumble recoveries and 11 
pass break-ups in 1994. Superb 
in man-to-man coverage, Kelvin 
has the ability to play corner- 
back or free safety. As many 
players of his ability, he is also a 
top-quality kick returner. Sigler 
averaged 37 yards per return in 
1994, and scored a touchdown 
in five consecutive games, with 
explosive returns of 84, 96, 72 
and 84 yards. Kelvin’s junior 
season was also stellar as he re- 
turned two kickoffs for touch- 
downs, including one of 98 
yards. He made 107 tackles and 
six interceptions as a junior, and 


Want to Know What Champions Look Like? 
Then Order the “Future Tiders” Video 


No school wins football championships like the Alabama Crimson Tide. 
To see which top football prospects decided to become a part of the 
championship tradition (and why Alabama coaches believe they can help 
Alabama continue to be Dixie's Football Pride and among the nation's 
finest football teams) order “Future Tiders.” This 30-minute videotape 
features game action of Alabama's 13 high school football signees and is 
available only from ’'Bama maGazine. Available for a LIMITED TIME! 
Use the order blank on Page 3 or call orders to (205) 345-5074 
during business hours (9 a.m.-5 p.m. CT) or FAX orders to (205) 345-1260. 


Each video is $19.95 plus $4 shipping and handling. 
Alabama residents must include $1.20 tax per tape. (Cost to Alabama residents: $25.15.) 


; Jason McDonald 


Michael Moore 


was the only junior named to 
the 6A all-state team. Kelvin 
was also chosen to the Atlanta 
Journal's top 100 team. 

Steven Stanley is a 6-4, 193- 
pound defensive back from 
Colbert County High School in 
Leighton. An incredible athlete, 
Stanley rushed for 1.089 yards 
and passed for more than 1,600 
along with 23 touchdowns as a 
senior. Despite his incredible 
numbers, which earned him 
Class 3A MVP honors, Stanley 
will most likely play defensive 
back in college. Coached by 
Jimmy Moore, Stanley was a 
four-year starter at defensive 
back and started three years at 
quarterback. As a junior Steven 
passed for 1,088 yards and nine 
touchdowns, and finished his 
career with 16 interceptions. 
Also a member of the Atlanta 
Journal’s top 100, Steven's ath- 
leticism allowed him to set the 
state triple jump record as a ju- 
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Chris Samuels 

nior and he runs a 4.5 in the 40. 
Stanley's kinship could be the 
factor that swayed him to 
Alabama. He is first cousin to 
Antonio Langham, which 
makes him second cousin to the 
amazing “Goode” connection in 
Town Creek, second cousin to 
Tarrant Lynch and a slightly 
more distant cousin to former 
Tide great Ozzie Newsome of 
Leighton. By mariage he is a 
nephew of former Tide quarter- 
back Walter Lewis. 

Michael Vaughn is a 6-1, 186- 


Ithough Alabama had 
Az 14 football scholar- 

ships to offer, the Tide 
will have a few more new faces 
on hand when fall practice rolls 
around in August. During a pre- 
Citrus Bowl press conference, 
Ohio State Head Coach John 
Cooper noted that Alabama had 
116 players in Orlando, whereas 
Ohio State had every available 
body and had only 84. “Obvious- 
ly,” Cooper said, “Alabama is 
doing a better job attracting 
walk-ons than we are.” 

Many fine football players 
grow up dreaming of playing for 
the Crimson Tide, and Alabama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings has 
indicated Bama will have several 
new non-scholarshipped players 
come in with the new signees 
when practice begins. With only 
13 new players on scholarship 
(Kevin Jackson, one of the 14 
signees, is already at Alabama 
and so will not be eligible to re- 


Kelvin Sigler 
pound wide receiver from 
Clarksdale High School in 
Clarksdale, Mississippi. An all- 
state selection with great hands 
and vertical leap, Michael 
snagged 64 passes for more than 
1,000 yards and 17 touchdowns 
as a senior. As a junior his num- 
bers were also impressive as he 
caught 37 passes for 740 yards 
and 14 touchdowns, and his 40 
career touchdown receptions is 
a Mississippi high school 
record. He also shone on kick 
returns, totaling 808 yards and 


Shawn Alexander 
port with newcomers for early 
practices in August), it is neces- 
sary to have some additional 
players just to conduct workouts. 

One of those new walk-ons will 
be Shawn Alexander, not to be 
confused with scholarshipped 
running back Shaun Alexander. 
Shawn is a 6-4, 290-pound all- 
state defensive lineman from 
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Steven Stanley 
six touchdowns with a 27-yard- 
per-return average. An occa- 
sional two-way player for Coach 
Jesse Murphree, Michael inter- 
cepted five passes as a defensive 
back and made 53 tackles. 
Michael also is a member of the 
Atlanta Journal Top 100. 

Clint Waggoner is a 6-6, 235- 
pound defensive lineman from 
Landmark Christian School in 
Fairburn, Georgia. As a senior, 
Clint was selected to the all- 
state team, turning in 102 tack- 
les (55 solo), 18 quarterback 


Alabama Will Have Some Additiona 


Jeremy Pruitt 

West Jefferson High School in 
Quinton, near Birmingham. He 
played for Coach Ricky Thomas 
and was ranked among the na- 
tion’s top 100 players by one re- 
cruiting service. Alexander was 
offered several Division 1-A 
scholarships, including one by 
Southern Miss, but turned them 
down to walk on at Alabama. 


Clint Waggoner 

sacks and four fumble recover- 
ies. As a tight end Waggoner 
caught 28 passes for 370 yards 
and two touchdowns and 
scored on two-point conver- 
sions four times. A starter since 
ninth grade, Clint played both 
tight end and in the defensive 
line and led Landmark as a ju- 
nior with 16 catches for 266 
yards and six touchdowns, 
along with 53 tackles and four 
interceptions. Waggoner is a 
member of the Atlanta Journal's 
Top 100. 


| Help 


Additionally, Alabama expects 
to have at least one new non- 
scholarshipped player in the sec- 
ondary this spring. Jeremy Pruitt, 
a 6-0, 172-pound defensive back 
from Plainview High School in 
Rainsville, starred the past two 
years for Middle Tennessee State 
University. Pruitt, who can play 
either cornerback or safety, is the 
son of Plainview Head Coach 
Dale Pruitt. 

Because Pruitt transferred to 
Alabama prior to the NCAA 
changing the rule on transfer stu- 
dents from Division 1-AA 
schools to Division 1-A schools, 
he will not have to sit out a year. 

Alexander, Pruitt and other ex- 
pected walk-ons are motivated to 
play football at Alabama without 
financial aid in hopes of earning 
a scholarship. Stallings has made 
it a point to reward deserving) 
walk-ons with scholarships 
whenever possible. 


—Kirk McNair] 


1995 Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a depth chart by class of those who are scheduled to be on Alabama’s football roster in 1995. It is important to re- 
member that this is not a true depth chart. It should also be noted that spring training may result in some position changes 
and that the positions of incoming freshmen are in some cases merely educated guesses. Most walk-ons are not included. 
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Spring Training: 


Tide Must Find Key Replacements 


by Kirk McNair 


Business of building 1995 
team begins on March 9 


here are battles to be waged and ques- 

| tions to be answered when Alabama 

begins preparation for the 1995 foot- 

ball season with its annual spring practice. 

Although Crimson Tide football players have 

been involved in an off season conditioning 

program this winter, the real work of getting 

a team together begins March 9 when Bama 
has the first of its 15 practices. 

As has been the case for a number of years, 
Alabama's spring training will be interrupted 
by The University’s spring break. The Tide 
will work from March 9-March 24, have its 
spring break, and resume work April 3. The 
annual A-Day Game, which concludes 
spring training, will be played at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium Saturday, April 15. The 15 
spring practice days (of which the A-Day 
Game is one) include 10 days in full gear, 
five days of restricted contact. Generally, 
Alabama practices will be on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays and will 
not be open to the public. 

The Alabama team that went 12-1 in 1994 
will be without 26 lettermen, including five 
offensive starters, six defensive starters and 
punter Bryne Diehl. Both offensive and de- 
fensive backfields were hit particularly hard 
by graduation. 

On offense, Bama must replace quarter- 
back Jay Barker, fullback Tarrant Lynch, 
halfback Sherman Williams and offensive 
linemen Jon Stevenson and Joey Harville. 
Defensive starters who have completed their 
eligibility are cornerback Tommy Johnson, 
safety Willie Gaston, strong safety Sam 
Shade, linebackers André Royal and Michael 
Rogers and end Dameian Jeffries. 

Bama will also be without a few players 
during the spring. Returning starting center 
John Causey had surgery following a knee 
injury suffered in Alabama's Citrus Bowl vic- 
tory, defensive end Elverett Brown, who was 
redshirted in 1994, had ankle surgery; and 
flanker Blair Canale, who has been ham- 
pered by knee problems since his freshman 
year, under went knee surgery following last 
season. (Some believe Canale's football ca- 
reer has ended, that he will take a medical 
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hardship scholsrship.) One graduate who 
would probably not have been noticed by 
most Alabama followers now looms as fairly 
important. Darrell Smith toiled in anonymity 
for most of his Tide career, but when Causey 
was injured against Ohio State, Smith, a 
walk-on from Munford who is married, went 
in and performed well. Although Smith has 
another year of eligibility remaining, he said 
following the Citrus Bowl that he would fin- 
ish his degree work this year and then 
planned to begin work. 

Although Alabama is returning 55 letter- 
men, that figure is somewhat inflated as to 
game experience. Letters were awarded to a 
number of performers based on their prac- 
tice work and other contributions rather 
than actual playing time in 1994, 


he quarterback battle figures to be 

| the most interesting position compe- 
tition of the spring. Although up- 
coming senior Brian Burgdorf was the back- 
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up to Barker for the past couple of years, 
with the exception of a couple of games at 
the end of the 1993 season Burgdorf has 
only a little more meaningful game experi- 
ence than the other candidates. Those can- 
didates are sophomores Freddie Kitchens 
and Lance Tucker and freshman Warren 
Foust. Tucker and Foust both have redshirt 
year scout team experience in their past, 
Tucker in 1993, Foust last year. Kitchens 
was the number three quarterback as a 
freshman in 1993 and was redshirted last 
fall while practicing with the offense (not 
the scout team). 

Burgdor!'s biggest moment came at the 
end of the 1993 season when he took over 
for an injured Barker and led Alabama to 
the Gator Bowl championship, earning the 
Most Valuable Player award as he ran 33 
yards for one touchdown and passed for 
two others in completing 15 of 23 passes for 
166 yards. Alter seeing action in nine games 
(and completing 48 of 84 passes for 533 
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yards and four touchdowns) as a sopho- 
more, Burgdorf played in only four games 
last fall, completing 4 of 13 passes for 42 
yards. Burgdorf will start spring training as 
the number one quarterback. 

Kitchens, who was hampered last spring by 
an injury suffered while pitching for the 
Alabama baseball team (he will not play base- 
ball this year), didn’t completely recover from 
surgery prior to last fall, but should be full 
speed. In recent years the Bama back-up quar- 
terback has seen very little action and the 
third team quarterback-Kitchens’ job in 
1993-has been used primarily just to go in 
and kill the clock in the final seconds. 
Kitchens’ career statistics are 7 completions in 
14 attempts for two touchdowns (both touch- 
downs, including a 77-yarder, to his former 
high school teammate Toderick Malone). 

Tucker got that third team quarterback 
spot last fall, but he saw less action than 
Kitchens had in 1993. It’s frequently pointed 
out that Alabama was just one point away 
from an undefeated season last year, but the 
Tide was also just a handful of plays from 


having several losses, which meant there 
weren't wholesale substitution. Tucker 
played in only two games and threw only 
one pass (which he completed for 12 yards). 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of last year’s 
recruiting class was Warren Foust. Although 
he was Oklahoma Player of the Year with 
impressive prep statistics, because he was 
something of an unknown to all but the 
most astute recruiting junkie, few had great 
expectations of him. Foust proved to 
Alabama's defensive team and coaches that 
he has excellent quarterback skills. He quar- 
terbacked the scout team throughout the fall 
and did an exceptional job. The disadvan- 
tage he has is having had no experience with 
Alabama's offense. 

During the off season there had been some 
thought of John David Phillips moving back 
to quarterback this spring. However, 
Phillips, who lettered as a back-up safety 
and special teams player as a freshman last 
fall, will probably remain at safety through 
the spring because of a lack of depth in the 
secondary. 


Brian Steger has great potential as a running back, but the junior will have to do a better job of hold- 


ing onto the football if he wants to get playing time. 
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While quarterback is the most important 
position, the Bama staff also hopes to come 
out of spring with an idea of who replaces 
Sherman Williams at halfback. Williams had 
a sensational senior season. At the end of 
the year, true freshman Dennis Riddle had 
moved into the number two spot behind 
Williams and he'll start number one in the 
spring. However, junior Brian Steger (who 
was hampered in the fall with a shoulder in- 
jury) and sophomore Curtis Alexander will 
challenge. Although Steger has been prone 
to fumble, he has extraordinary talent. 
Alexander did not get much playing time 
last year because of poor practice habits, but 
late in the fall had picked up the pace con- 
siderably. 

Although redshirt freshman Montoya 
Madden could be a running back, he could 
also be in the picture at fullback, where 
Tarrant Lynch started the past two years. His 
back-ups last year, Taurus Turner and Ed 
Scissum, combined for only 1] rushes. The 
fullback position has not been utilized great- 
ly as a runner, but has been an important 
part of the passing game and the man who 
wins the job will have to be (a.) a good 
blocker and (b.) an adequate receiver. There 
has been some talk of junior Patrick Hape, 
the starter at tight end last fall, moving to 
fullback. 

If Hape does move to fullback, tight end 
will still be in pretty good shape with senior 
Tony Johnson and sophomore Rod Rutledge. 
The tight end was not a prominent receiving 
position last year, but is a critical blocking 
position. And if the tight end is a good re- 
ceiver, the position could become much 
more involved in the passing game. 

The top four wide receivers from last year 
return, and there's a smattering of depth be- 
hind them. Split end Curtis Brown had a 
very good year as a junior, coming off knee 
surgery, and former walk-on Chad Key be- 
hind him is a tough competitor. Joining 
them at split end will be redshirt freshman 
Calvin Hall, who was very impressive on the 
scout team last fall. Toderick Malone is a de- 
pendable flanker, but the team’s fastest play- 
er, Marcell West, could be a real factor if he 
continues to improve as a pass catcher. 


Ithough it’s practically de rigueur to 
At Alabama's offensive line as if 

no opponent had been blocked in a 
decade, the Tide front last year was a pretty 
good unit. Unfortunately, the offensive line 
this spring is not going to resemble the one 
that finished last season. In addition to 
Stevenson at right guard and Harville at left 
tackle, Causey's absence puts a real strain on 
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trying to develop an offense. It takes a lot of 
players working to help find a quarterback 
(which is top priority in the spring) and it 
obviously takes a center to start each play. 
While Causey's absence means other players 
will get plenty of much-needed work at cen- 
ter, there aren’t many candidates for the job. 

Going into spring training it is anticipated 
that redshirt freshman Matt Harrison, possi- 
bly redshirt freshman Chris Sign (who was 
signed as a center but now listed at guard), 
sophomore guard Will Friend, and sopho- 
more walk-on Michael “Bubba” Ray, who 
had limited work as a defensive tackle last 
fall, will be among those worked at center. 

And there's always the possibility a center 
could come from an unexpected source as it 
did in 1977. Terry Jones was an all-star cal- 
iber center for Alabama in 1975 and 1976. 
However, in the spring of 1977 Coach Paul 
Bryant moved Jones to noseguard and shift- 
ed an almost unknown sophomore defensive 
end to center. For the next three years 
Alabama had perhaps the finest center ever 
to play the game, Dwight Stephenson. 
Maybe there’s an All-America center dis- 
guised as a third team linebacker on this 
Crimson Tide team. 

Even with the loss of Jon Stevenson, guard 
has a chance to be a strong position. 
Maurice Belser and Laron White have start- 
ing experience, while Friend (if he is not 
moved) and Jeremy Pennington had playing 
time last year. Josh Swords, a redshirt fresh- 
man who had a good fall, is also in the mix 
and there has been some discussion of Pete 
DiMario moving from tackle to guard. 

Kareem McNeal didn’t have an all-star sea- 
son at right tackle last fall, but he is a re- 
turning starter. DiMario and redshirt fresh- 
man Sage Spree, another who did well on 


the scout team in the fall, are listed behind 
McNeal. Joel Holliday got a lot of playing 
time last year and he’s listed first at left tack- 
le. Chris Jordan did not have a good fall 
after pushing Holliday for the back-up job to 
Harville last spring and in pre-season work- 
outs. 


he defense has an abundance of rich- 

es up front, a lack of depth and expe- 

rience in the secondary. Bill Oliver is 

not only the defensive coordinator but also 

the secondary coach, and he'll be challenged 
this spring. 

The only returning starter in the sec- 
ondary is sophomore cornerback Deshea 
Townsend. Although Alabama often plays a 
number of secondary players at the same 
time, as many as six, for the most part there 
was little substitution for the four primary 
starters. As a result, players like Brad Ford, 
Cedric Samuel and Eric Turner earned play- 
ing time last year, but usually in gimmick 
defenses as nickel or dime backs. However, 
Samuel (who will start spring training as the 
number one strong safety) does have a back- 
ground as a starter, at cornerback as a fresh- 
man and as a nickel back in the seven games 
Bama opened with a five-man or six-man 
secondary last fall. Turner, too, has been a 
starter in the past as a nickel back, but had 
less playing time last year than in his two 
previous seasons. Look for him to move to 
free safety this spring. Samuel could end up 
at cornerback, particularly if junior college 
transfer Kevin Jackson is impressive at 
strong safety. Andre Short did all of his play- 
ing on special teams last year as a redshirt 
freshman, but will compete at strong safety. 

Turner and Phillips will also have competi- 
tion from a transfer at safety. Jeremy Pruitt, a 
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cornerback and safety at Middle Tennessee 
State the past two years, has transferred to 
Alabama and is expected to take part in 
spring training. 

While Townsend is a solid cornerback on 
the right side, Bama is counting on Ford at 
left corner. Ford came to Alabama from ju- 
nior college last year with a reputation as a 
cover man but was rarely used as a corner- 
back. However, Ford did show a knack for 
one-on-one coverage in some late season 
nickel and dime situations. Walk-on Tracy 
High and redshirt freshman Owen Winston 
are the top back-ups at cornerback, and 
Winston did not have a good fall. 


labama intends to stay in the 4-3 de- 
As that became the mainstay 
alignment last fall. 

With right end Elverett Brown being held 
out this spring, juniors Darrell Blackburn 
and Kelvin Moore will handle that spot. 
Both are very experienced players. The left 
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end spot vacated by Jeffries will be handled 
by seniors Kendrick Burton and Vann 
Bodden, with redshirt freshman Chris Hood 
(one of the most impressive performers on 
the scout team last fall) also working there. 

There aren’t many tackles, but the ones re- 
turning have proved their worth. Shannon 
Brown is solid at left tackle, while Matt 
Parker and Ozell Powell will battle for the 
first team job at right tackle. 

Alabama will begin spring practice with all 
of its linebackers—15 of them scholarshipped 
linebackers—working for three linebacker 
positions. Ralph Staten, a starter most of last 
season at weakside, is expected to move to 
strongside this spring. That opens the door 
for sophomore Dwayne Rudd, very impres- 
sive in his freshman year, to take over at 
weakside linebacker. John Walters had a 
very good year last season at middle 
linebacker. Although those three are consid- 
ered solid first teamers going into spring 
work, there is quality and quantity at every 


position and competition should be good. 
The problem is each player getting sufficient 
opportunity. 


he loss of Bryne Diehl is significant. 

Not only was Diehl a very good 

punter, he was also a very good ath- 

lete who frequently turned a fourth down 

play into a big gainer. He was also the hold- 
er for field goals and extra points last year. 

Hayden Stockton was the back-up punter 
last fall, but had only one punting opportu- 
nity. However, Stockton is not the clear-cut 
leader to replace Diehl. Walk-on freshman 
Daniel Pope was very impressive in practice 
last season. 

Bama returns All-America placekicker 
Michael Proctor and kickoff specialist 
William Watts. The Tide also has both snap- 
pers back, Chester Lewis for placekicks and 
Jackson Cook for punts. 

In recent springs there has not been a 
great deal of attention to the kicking game. 
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1995 Alabama Spring Football Roster 


Name, Pos. 
Thad Abernathy, SE 


Curtis Alexander, RB 


Zack Ashbee, OT 
Maurice Belser, OG 


Darrell Blackburn, DE 


Vann Bodden, DE 
T.K. Bowman, SE 
Curtis Brown, SE 


* Elverett Brown, DT 


Shannon Brown, DT 
Tyrell Buckner, MLB 
Brian Burgdorf, QB 


Kendrick Burton, DT 


* Blair Canale, FL 
Michael Cassady, SE 
* John Causey, C 


Hunter Christian, LB 
Jackson Cook, Snapper 


Travis Crim, S 


Rance Crutchfield, LB 
Rhett Crutchfield, OT 
Derek Cunningham, CB 


Fernando Davis, LB 
Pete DiMario, OT 


Anthony Dowdell, DE 
Chris Edwards, MLB 


Howie Fell, WLB 
Lee Ferguson, WLB 


Kevin Flowers, WLB 


Lamont Floyd, WLB 
Brad Ford, CB 
Warren Foust, QB 
Marcus Fridley, DT 
Will Friend, OG 
Rondi Gibson, FL 
David Goss, FL 
Patrick Gregory, DE 
Mark Grobe, SS 
Calvin Hall, SE 
Patrick Hape, TE 
Steve Harris, WLB 
Matt Harrison, C 
Tracy High, CB 
Alex Hill, SS 

Jack Hines, SE 

Joel Holliday, OT 
Chris Hood, DE 
Jason Horne, RB 
Eddie Hunter, SLB 
Kevin Jackson, SS 
Tony Johnson, TE 
Chris Jordan, OT 
Eric Kerley, DT 
Chad Key, SE 
Ramus King, RB 


Freddie Kitchens, QB 
Will Knowlton, WLB 


Benjamin Krapf, C 


Class Hgt Wgt Exp 


Jr. 
Fr. 


6-0 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 
6-5 
6-1 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
6-0 
6-2 
6-5 
6-3 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
6-1 
5-9 
6-0 
6-3 
5-8 
6-3 
6-4 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
6-2 


160 
195 
245 
285 
224 
267 
165 
185 
274 
266 
245 
190 
288 
199 
173 
262 
210 
260 
177 
210 
260 
150 
235 
276 
226 
215 
225 
192 
206 
240 


5-10 170 


6-3 
6-2 
6-2 


205 
220 
265 


5-10185 
5-11175 


6-3 
6-1 


6-3 


235 
200 
190 
239 
226 
260 
175 
195 
170 
292 
250 


5-11176 


6-2 
6-2 
6-5 
6-4 
6-1 
6-5 
6-0 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 


215 
200 
256 
273 
290 
213 
190 
230 
217 
230 
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Sq 
IL 


Sq 
3L 


Hometown 
Enterprise 
Memphis 
Mobile 
Cordova 
Huntsville 
Moss Point, Miss. 
Bigbee 

John’s Island, S.C. 
Montgomery 
Millbrook 
Denison, Texas 
Cedartown, Ga, 
Hartselle 
Memphis 
Florala 
Hayneville 
Tuscaloosa 
Cullman 
Clanton 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Pelham 
Aberdeen, Miss. 
Tuscaloosa 
Columbus, Ga. 
Bessemer 
Birmingham 
Albertville 

Troy 

Orange Park, Fla. 
Dadeville 


Midwest City, Okla. 


Tuscaloosa 


Philadelphia, Miss. 


Brewton 
Warner Robins, Ga. 
Florence 
Cullman 
Gallatin, Tenn. 
Killen 

Town Creek 
Dadeville 
Pontotoc, Miss. 
Atlanta 
Brewton 

Six Mile, S.C. 
Town Creek 
Trussville 
Mobile 
Dothan 
Como, Miss. 
Jackson 
Birmingham 
Parrish 
Montgomery 
Attalla 

Fayette 
Newark, Del. 


Name, Pos. 
Scott Lanier, TE 
William Leland, FB 


Chester Lewis, Snapper 
Kareem McNeal, OT 
Montoya Madden, RB 
Toderick Malone, FL 


Kelvin Moore, DE 
Josh Niblett, TE 
Franz Odom, MLB 
Matt Parker, DT 


Jeremy Pennington, OG 
John David Phillips, FS 


Paul Pickett, SLB 
Daniel Pope, P 
Ozell Powell, DT 
Jeremy Pruitt, DB 
Michael Proctor, PK 
Chris Ramos, FS 
Michael Ray, C 
Marlon Reyes, CB 
Mike Reynolds, FS 
Dennis Riddle, RB 
Randy Riley, SS 
Joey Roberto, FB 
Dwayne Rudd, WLB 
Rod Rutledge, TE 
Cedric Samuel, SS 
Ed Scissum, FB 
Chris Siebert, WLB 
Kevin Sherrer, TE 
Andre Short, SS 
Chris Sign, OG 

Tito Smith, SLB 
Trevis Smith, WLB 
Sage Spree, OT 
Ralph Staten, SLB 
Brian Steger, RB 
Hayden Stockton, P 
Josh Swords, OG 
John Tanks, SLB 
Matt Teague, FB 
Bryan Thornton, DT 


Deshea Townsend, CB 
Larry Townsend, SLB 


Lance Tucker, QB 
Eric Turner, SS 
Taurus Turner, FB 


Granison Wagstaff, MBL 


Edgar Walker, DE 
John Walters, MLB 


Robert Warnock, FL 


Chris Warren, DE 
William Watts, PK 
Marcell West, FL 
Laron White, OG 
Jeffrey Whitten, FB 
Owen Winston, CB 


* Unable to participate in Spring because of injury 


Class Hgt Wgt Exp 


Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Fr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Sr. 


So. 
So. 


Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Jr. 


So. 
So. 


Sr. 


So. 


Fr. 


Jr. 
Jr 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Fr. 


6-3 


205 


5-11222 


64 
6-5 
5-9 


236 
285 
205 


5-11171 


6-3 
6-2 
6-1 
64 
6-2 
6-3 
6-2 
6-0 
6-5 
6-0 


258 
208 
240 
275 
272 
202 
215 
196 
275 
172 


5-11183 


6-2 
6-5 


195 
305 


5-10176 
5-11186 


6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
64 
5-9 
6-0 
6-1 
64 


195 
200 
220 
232 
243 
177 
210 
185 
235 


5-11205 


6-0 
6-3 
6-1 
64 
6-3 
6-3 


250 
200 
235 
275 
200 
210 
193 
275 
226 
215 
280 


5-10170 
5-10215 


6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
64 
6-2 
6-0 
6-3 
6-1 


175 
200 
200 
225 
240 
225 
185 
240 
180 


5-11177 


6-2 
6-1 
6-0 


272 
223 
175 


RS 
Sq 
IL 
3L 
RS 
2L 
2L 
2L 


SEEBSSELREARE 


oe 
rae 


Hometown 
Hartselle 
Birmingham 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuskegee 
Town Creek 
Attalla 

Daphne 
Demopolis 
Semmes 
Lawton, Okla. 
Vernon 
Anniston 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Alpharetta, Ga. 
Greenville 
Rainsville 
Pelham 

Eight Mile 
Boaz 

Mexico 
Centerville 
Tuscaloosa 
New Brockton 
Pelham 
Batesville, Miss. 
Birmingham 
Demopolis 
Attalla 

Union Hill 
Cleveland 
LaGrange 
Arlington, Texas 
Birmingham 
Montgomery 
Eutaw 
Semmes 

New Market 
Double Springs 
Brentwood, Tenn. 
Butler 
Montgomery 
Mobile 
Batesville, Miss. 
Prattville 
Fayette 

Fort Payne 
Fort Payne 
Enterprise 
Dothan 

Dallas 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Pleasant Grove 
Niceville, Fla. 
Courtland 
Mobile 
Montgomery 


15 


Antonio McDyess: 


A Force In The Middle 


by John Barnes 


Sophomore will go down 
as one of best Tiders ever 


hen coaches around the 
Southeastern Conference talk 
about the Alabama basketball 


team, one name always seems to come up 
first. From Dale Brown to Nolan 
Richardson, the one man that concerns 
them the most is Bama’s Antonio McDyess. 

Alabama’s man-child in the middle is 
quickly gaining a reputation around the SEC 
as one of the league's finest talents. His leap- 
ing ability and rebounding skills make him 
one of the most difficult players in the con- 
ference to prepare for. 

In only his sophomore season, the 6-9 
McDyess is continuing the Alabama tradi- 
tion of the low post athlete. Like Robert 
Horry and Buck Johnson before him, 
McDyess can run the floor like a guard and 
play the paint like a true big man. His leap- 
ing ability may be unprecedented in the his- 
tory of the program. He could not even be 
measured by the team’s vertical leap meter. 
He jumped off the scale. 

For the Quitman, Mississippi, native, play- 
ing for Alabama is a dream realized—a 
chance to showcase his talents while getting 
a quality education and, hopefully, a shot at 
the National Basketball Association. 

“| came to Alabama for a number of rea- 
sons,” said McDyess. “It’s close to home, it’s 
a good school, and when you look at all the 
guys that have gone to the NBA from here, | 
think I made a pretty good choice.” 

Few would argue that McDyess is a bundle 
of talent, albeit raw. His career thus far has 
been a study in brilliant play, punctuated by 
occasional mental errors-something to be 
expected from a 20-year-old whose awesome 
talent is undeniable, but whose lack of expe- 
rience is obvious. On any given night, 
McDyess can electrify the crowd with a 
monster dunk on one end of the court, then 
turn around and commit a senseless foul on 
the other end.” 

“Yeah, I've still got a ways to go, especially 
on defense,” he said. “Coach (David) Hobbs 
puts a lot of emphasis on defense and I’m 
still learning. Anybody can dunk a ball or 
block a shot, but playing good, smart de- 


16 


fense takes a while to learn. Hopefully, be- 
fore I leave, I'll be more of a complete play- 
er.” 

So far this season, McDyess’ play has been 
about as expected, Averaging just over 11 
points per game, virtually the same as last 
year, his progress has been somewhat 
slowed by a recurring bout with tendonitis 
in his knee, a condition that prevented him 
from being a factor in the Tide's 88-70 victo- 
ry over Arkansas in Fayetteville. 

Nevertheless, he is rapidly becoming a 
force as a rebounder and shot blocker, aver- 
aging more than nine rebounds and four 
blocks per game. He has started all Tide 
games, averaging just over 23 minutes per 
game. 

If there has been one rap against McDyess 
and Alabama, it is an occasional lack of el- 
fort, especially at home. Embarrassing home 
losses to LSU and Georgia, coupled with dis- 
mal shooting performances against a num- 
ber of inferior opponents, is something that 
concerns both Hobbs and McDyess. 

“I wish I knew what the problem was so 
we could fix it,” said McDyess. “Other than 
the Tulane game, we've played good on the 
road. But we just can’t seem to get into it at 
home. In the LSU and Georgia games, it 
seemed like we just gave up. Things just got 
out of hand. It just shows that you can’t take 
anything for granted. You’ve got to play hard 
all the time.” 

Indeed. After winning 22 straight in 
Coleman Coliseum, one shy of a school 
record, Bama proceeded to drop two of its 
next four on the parquet. Scattered boos 
could be heard following the LSU and 
Georgia games. Hard to believe when one 
considers that the Alabama locker room 
walls are adorned with the phrase “Play hard 
or don’t play.” 

McDyess believes the problems will work 
themselves out and Bama will be a force to 
be dealt with come tournament time. 


Ithough McDyess has not showed 
A improvement many had hoped, 
he has had his moments, the high- 
light of which came in the Otis Spunkmeyer 
Classic in Oakland, California. McDyess and 
Bama brought home the trophy with an 83- 


Although he is just a sophomore, Antonio 
McDyess has proved to be one of the top players 
in the Southeastern Conference and he’s now 
getting national attention. Barry Fikes Photo 


Antonio McDyess runs the floor like a guard, but when he sets up in the middle he’s one of the strongest post players in the conference. He's an explosive 


scorer, rebounder and shot-blocker down close. 


64 win over TCU in the first round and an 
impressive 76-73 overtime win over homes- 
tanding and nationally-ranked California in 
the championship game. McDyess scored 12 
points and grabbed 14 rebounds against 
TCU, followed by 18 points and 15 boards 
against Cal. For his efforts, he was named 
the tournament's most valuable player. 

However, it could just have easily gone the 
other way. With four seconds remaining and 
Bama clinging to a slim two-point lead, the 
Golden Bears’ Tony Gonzalez broke free for 
a layup. The shot fell, and, to make matters 
worse, McDyess was whistled for the foul. 
With nothing but zeros showing on the time 
clock, Gonzalez stepped to the line. With 
McDyess unable to watch, Gonzalez missed 
the shot, sending the game into overtime. 
During the overtime period, McDyess was 
like a man possessed, grabbing practically 
every rebound while playing with four fouls. 
Bama hung on for a three-point win in one 
of the most dramatic and bizarre finishes in 
recent memory. 

“If we had lost that game, it would have 
been my fault,” said McDyess. “I don’t know 
whether I fouled him or not, but it was close 
enough to call. I didn’t want to be responsi- 
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ble for us losing that game, so | just forgot 
about my foul trouble and played hard. 
Luckily, we pulled it out.” 

Aside from his heroics in California, 
McDyess had 17-point, 16-rebound effort in 
a losing cause at Tulane. He lit up both 
Auburn and Tennessee for 16 points. In the 
Tide’s home loss to Georgia, he blocked 
three shots on one Bulldog possession. Not 
bad for a young player who could just have 
easily spent his college years in Starkville, 
Mississippi. 


cruiting battles in the history of either 

school, McDyess rode the fence between 
Alabama and Mississippi State, before mak- 
ing an eleventh-hour decision to sign with 
the Tide. Although McDyess favored 
Alabama all along, his mother had her heart 
set on her son remaining in state and sign- 
ing with the Bulldogs. 

McDyess pointed out that Quitman, about 
40 miles south of Meridian, is just as close to 
Tuscaloosa as Starkville. “I just felt more 
comfortable here,” said McDyess. “It’s really 
easier to get to Tuscaloosa than Starkville be- 
cause of the Interstate, and, besides, | just felt 


I: one of the most hotly-contested re- 
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like my style of play would fit in better here.” 
It was that style of play that made 
McDyess a hot commodity and the top play- 
er in the state of Mississippi during the 
1992-93 season. The two-time Parade All- 
America followed in the footsteps of fellow 
Mississippians Derrick McKey and James 
Robinson by signing with Alabama. 

McDyess’ freshman season was one for the 
record books as he became the first Tide 
freshman since Reggie King to score a dou- 
ble-double (11 points, 14 rebounds vs. 
Chattanooga) in his first college game. 

During pre-season practice, he suffered a 
broken cheekbone following a collision. He 
spent the first 18 games of the season in a 
specially-designed plastic mask. Although 
the mask was cumbersome and uncomfort- 
able, it did not seem to affect his play, as he 
embarked on a very successful freshman 
campaign. 

He went on to lead the team with 10 dou- 
ble-doubles. He led the team in rebounds 
(8.1 per game) and blocked shots (31). He 
was named first-team freshman All-SEC by 
the Knoxville News Sentinel and was named 
third-team freshman All-America by 
Basketball Weekly. He finished the season 
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ranked third among all SEC players in field 
goal percentage (.564) and fourth in re- 
bounding. 

“| had a great time last year,” said 
McDyess. “We had a good team and we were 
real close to being a great team. We strug- 
gled bad early in the year, losing to some 
teams we should've blown out, but after we 
beat Arkansas, things started to come to- 
gether. It was hard for me to adjust to the 
new teammates and stuff like that, but once 
we knew what it felt like to beat a good 
team, it made things a lot easier. We found 
out that you have to go out and do it every 
night, to play as a team. When you do that, 
you can beat just about anybody.” 

Bama's 20-10 record, including an impres- 
sive 12-4 SEC worksheet, met or exceeded 
the expectations of most. McDyess’ out- 
standing play was one of the chief reasons 
for the Tide’s success. Just when it seemed 
he could do no more, McDyess would daz- 
zle the crowd with yet another impossible 
dunk or big rebound. 

He finished the year averaging 23 minutes 
per game, starting 16 of Bama’s 30 contests. 
His 25-point outing against Florida A@M 
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remains a career high. He scored 22 points 
and grabbed 10 rebounds in a big win 
against LSU in Baton Rouge. 


erhaps one of the best indicators of 
Pree: talent came over the sum- 

mer. He was a member of the gold 
medal-winning South team at the U.S. 
Olympic Festival held in St. Louis. He left 
the festival early after being invited to try 
out for the U.S. national team scheduled to 
compete in the Goodwill Games in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Although he failed to 
make the squad, “Big Mac” was grateful for 
the opportunity and feels the experience was 
invaluable. 

“Both the Olympic Festival and the 
Goodwill tryouts were great experiences,” 
said McDyess. “It gave me a chance to com- 
pete against the best players in the country 
and I think I held my own. | had to miss the 
gold medal game in the Festival to try out 
for the Goodwill team, 1 don’t have any re- 
grets. | was real close to making the team 
and it would have been great, but it was still 
fun to get away from home.” 

With just a handful of games left, and with 
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Alabama battling for the coveted number- 
one seed in the SEC Tournament, McDyess 
believes Bama can make some noise in the 
post-season. If the inconsistent play and 
lack of focus can be corrected, this team 
could indeed do some damage down the 
stretch. 

Head Coach David Hobbs thinks McDyess 
may hold the key to Bama’s future success. 
“Antonio is a warrior. He works very, very 
hard, is an excellent rebounder, a very gifted 
athlete. He can run and jump and plays with 
enthusiasm.” 

However, one burning question always 
surrounds players with the talent of 
McDyess. Will he be around for four years? 
“| just can’t answer that right now,” he said. 
“I can sit here today and say I'll be here 
through my senior year and I| hope | am. But 
really, I've got to do what's best for myself 
and my mom. It’s just too early to tell.” 

If McDyess does indeed finish his eligibili- 
ty, he will no doubt be regarded as one of 
the finest to ever wear an Alabama uniform. 
With a little more experience and a little less 
foul trouble, he could be the type of player 
who is talked about for decades to come, 
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Track & Field Outlook: 


Men Have A Chance To Win It All 


by Donald F. Staffo 


After big 1994, women 
are having to rebuild 


he year of the woman is over, at least 
| as far as Alabama track and field is 
concerned. Last year the Alabama 
women's team had nine All-America per- 
formers and won both the indoor and out- 
door Southeastern Conference champi- 
onships while finishing second in the nation 
in indoor competition and 12th in the na- 
tion outdoors. The 1994 men's team was re- 
spectable nationally, placing 15th outdoors 
and 30th indoors, but the attention was 
clearly on the women. 
This year the men appear to be the 
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stronger team. While the Tide women return 
only two All-America performers from the 
talented squad that matched the best nation- 
al finish in Bama history, the men have 
seven All-Americas back and the team is 
considered potentially among the best in the 
country. 

“With the people we have returning, we've 
got to be a team that can have some national 
impact,” Head Coach Doug Williamson said 
of the men. As for the women, he said, 
“We're rebuilding, but we certainly have 
some very good cornerstones to build on. 

“It seems like when one program is up, the 
other is down.” 

Williamson described the men’s team as a 
mixture of extremely talented veterans (the 
senior class is almost all All-America) and 
very promising, but inexperienced, young 
athletes. “It's a well-balanced team with 
quality athletes in the full curriculum of 
events,” he said of his line-up of performers 
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in sprints, hurdles, field events, jumps and 
throws, and middle and long distance races. 

The key to success will hinge on the per- 
formances of the middle and long distance 
runners, essentially a freshman and sopho- 
more group that may be a year away from 
peaking. “We have probably the best young 
group of middle and distance runners in the 
country,” Williamson said. And the Tide 
coach knows something about talent since 
he has coached 135 All-America performers 
in his nine years at Alabama. “I’m not blow- 
ing hot air,” he said. “That will be proven in 
time.” The group of potential stars includes 
James Mclngvale, Jeff Ort, Nick Middleton, 
James Amison, Shedrick Jackson and 
Herman Payne in middle distance with Sam 
Barall, Wade Beroset, Faizal Emamaullee, 
Brian Hesson, Preston Hill, Mike LeMaster, 
Paul Spangler, Bob Watson and Ed 
Whitehorn running the longer races. 

If that group had another year or two of 
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Malin Ohlund (left) and Andrew Owusu are among Alabama's and the nation's top track and field performers, both returning All-America honorees. 
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experience, Williamson feels the Tide could 
contend for the Southeastern Conference 
title. As it stands, though, he said Bama 
could finish fifth or sixth in the league. 
Ironically, Williamson thinks the team could 
do better than that nationally. “That's be- 
cause to compete effectively in the SEC you 
need depth,” he said. “At the national level 
the pie gets sliced much thinner, so quality 
is what is imperative at that level. We have 
the quality. We just don’t have the quantity.” 

Williamson capsuled his returning All- 
America performers: 

Andrew Owusu, Alabama's long jump and 
triple jump record-holder: “Perhaps our best 
chance for an individual national champi- 
onship, either in the long jump or the triple 
jump, or both. This guy's a heavy hitter.” 

Solomon Amegatcher, who could become 
the SEC's first three-time outdoor 400-meter 
champion: “Pound for pound one of the 
strongest athletes I've ever seen. He knows 
how to be a champion.” 

Joakim Nilsson, third in the nation in 
javelin last year: “A 4.0 student in engineer- 
ing, he’s as good an athlete as he is a student.” 

Omokaro Alohan, a relay All-America and 
high scorer in 400- and 200-meter dashes: 
“A tenacious competitor, and it doesn’t mat- 
ter if its 100 meters or 400 meters.” 

David Nti-Berko, whose best triple jump is 
only four inches less than Owusu's: 
“Extremely consistent. We know we can 
count on him.” 

Brian Thomas, who set a new Tide long 
jump mark in winning the Drake Relays, 
only to have it broken by Owusu at the SEC 
Championships: “An extremely gifted ath- 
lete. I can only hope he fulfills his potential. 
He’s probably the most talented of the 
bunch, but he needs to work harder and be 
more consistent.” 

Henry Hagan, a relay All-America and sprint 
start: “A solid, dependable relay member.” 

And although he's not yet an All-America, 
senior sprinter Deon Irby could be Bama’s 
best at 200 meters and he’s a member of the 
4x400 relay team. Others who have placed 
in the conference are high jumper Garette 
Flowers and steeplechase competitor Bob 
Watson, an all-district cross country runner. 

Alabama hosts this year’s SEC 
Championship Meet in outdoor track and 
field. 


“The unknown quantity is how much our 
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The 1995 SEC Championships will be 
May 18-21 at Sam Bailey Track Stadium 


young group of distance runners will im- 
prove and contribute, especially at the SEC 
level,” Williamson said. “At the national 
meet, if our All-America group improves, we 
have a chance to win it.” 


he women are not without their stars. 

| Leading the women will be returning 

All-America distance runners Malin 

Ohlund and Becki Wells, who, Williamson 

said, “are certainly among the very best fe- 
male distance runners in the country.” 

The Bama head coach said Ohlund, who 
earned All-America at 5,000 meters last year, 
could earn that designation in anything 
from 1500 meters up. “Her strength and 
speed seem to be improved this year, so it’s 
just a matter of finding her best event,” he 
said. Williams said Wells, perhaps the coun- 
try’s best freshman last year, could also con- 
tend for the national championship at 1500 
meters. With Ohlund and Wells, the 
strength of the women’s team is in the mid- 
dle distance and distance areas. 

“Our weakness is lack of depth, especially 
in the field events,” Williamson said. “We're 
going to be very good on the track, but prac- 
tically non-productive in the field.” 

Newcomers such as Tania Archer, Mikaela 
Perry, Carmetia Mackey, Celeste Buchanan 
and Donna Cargill will need to come 
through in the sprints. Others being counted 
on are Brandi Nunez and Hilary Stiefelmeyer 
in the hurdles, Cargill, Caroline Kerr and 
Elisa Currins in the middle distances, and 
Jessica Fry, Carrie Garritson, Ashley Patrick 
and Cathy Cantor in the longer distances. 
Cargill, Kerr, Currins and Patrick were 
point-winners a year ago, while Garritson is 
a 1994 AAU Junior Olympic cross country 
champion and Fry an SEC cross country 
runner-up. However, no scholarshipped ath- 
lete returns in field events. 

“Realistically, we’re not a contender for 
anything this year, so the emphasis will be 
on self-improvement,” Williamson said. “To 
get back where we were, our recruiting em- 
phasis will be on sprints, hurdles and field 
events. 

“In the meantime, hopefully by competing 
at this level, our younger women are going 
to gain a sense of what it takes to climb back 
to the top. At their age, they may not under- 
stand it yet, but it takes time, commitment 
and work.” 
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Tennis Outlook: 


Tide Coaches Feel More At Home 


by Donna Fromme 


Both men and women 
expect 1995 improvement 


ix months ago, Joey Rivé met for the 
S first time with a group of young men 

whose image he hoped to shape. A 
half year later, he says it is he who has 
evolved the most in his new career as the 
men’s tennis coach at Alabama. 

Although Rivé has a full tennis back- 
ground, this is his first encounter as a head 
coach. During his own collegiate tennis ca- 
reer at Florida State, Rivé was ranked among 
the nation’s top 20 players. He went on to 
pursue a successful professional career, 
swatting his way to a world ranking of 57 in 


singles and 35 in doubles and earning 
Tennis magazine’s 1987 “Sportsman of the 
Year” distinction. 

When he was hired by Alabama last sum- 
mer Rivé brought with him two years of ex- 
perience as an assistant coach and that, 
combined with his vast background in the 
mechanics of the sport, prepared him for 
this step in his career. He knew he'd have 
his work cut out this first season, working 
to turn around a program that dipped from 
nationally-ranked to a 7-17 record in 1994. 
Changing attitudes and work ethic was his 
first priority. But as he evaluates his first 
months on the job, it is himself who Rivé 
believes has under gone the most significant 
changes. 

“The major changes in these first months 
are in myself and the knowledge that I have 
attained,” said Rivé, who inherited a young 
team. “No matter how prepared or trained 
you know you are to be a head coach, you 
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can’t really know how much it involves until 
you're actually doing it. 1 think you notice it 
the most in recruiting. You're learning how 
to bring kids along and recruit them to go to 
your school. It takes a little while to become 
a great salesman. | knew Alabama was a 
great place to go to school and had a great 
athletics program when | came here, but 
now the more I'm here the more I see. I like 
this place more and more each day, and | 
came in thinking it was a great place. Now 
I'm learning exactly what’s great about 
Alabama, and that makes it easier to sell.” 

Rivé's first sell, and perhaps most impor- 
tant one, has been to boost the confidence of 
his Crimson Tide returners, some of whom 
went from an NCAA quarterfinals berth in 
1993 to an llth place Southeastern 
Conference finish in 1994. 

“Judging by the way our workouts went 
along at first, | think things were probably 
different before I came,” Rivé said. “I’ve tried 


Marco Mazzotta (left) and Lori Smith are expected to be leaders for the Alabama tennis teams as both squads work to improve their records this spring. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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to boost the confidence of the players by 
practicing a lot harder and more often. I've 
stressed more team effort and team unity in 
their preparation, 1 try to get them to think 
not only of themselves, but of the grand 
scheme. 

“It takes a while to really sell people on 
what you're doing. But this semester I've no- 
ticed that a few of the kids who didn’t ini- 
tially respond are now showing major 
changes and improvement. I'm very hard on 
the guys, but I know it’s for the better. I'm 
trying to make them more professional, both 
on and off the court. It’s what I’ve tried to do 
all along, and the results have always been 
more success all around.” 

Rivé adopts a program that has had its 
share of success, the downfall in 1994 
notwithstanding. Alabama has qualified for 
the NCAA Tournament three of the past six 
years and 14 Tiders have qualified as individ- 
ual entrants in that same period. Four dou- 
bles teams haye earned All-America, as has 
one singles player, John Stimpson in 1990. 

“Even though people say our program is 
down and the ranking right now doesn't 
look good, we know that's deceiving,” Rive 
said. “This is a nationally-competitive pro- 
gram. This is a team that has been there and 
has played in the upper echelon of collegiate 
tennis. If each guy on our team plays the 
way he’s capable of playing, we will achieve 
results this year. | know they’ve worked 
hard enough and they have the talent to do 
so. But it's going to take a little adjustment. 
Everyone who has returned from last year is 
playing at a different position. 

“Marco Mazzotta played a couple of times 
at number one last year, but this is the first 
time he's had to step up and hold down that 
spot. It's a challenge for everyone, but they 
have to be secure in knowing what they can 
do. We need our top three players to step up 
and play some great tennis matches to get us 
winning and get our confidence rolling. 
They're going to have to step up to the com- 
petition and perform well. In turn, that will 
rub off on the entire team, It will be interest- 
ing to see what happens.” 

In addition to Mazzotta, who has been a 
nationally-ranked player for most of his ca- 
reer, the Tide lineup has junior Mark 
Johnson moving up to number two, junior 
Kip Layman at three, Mohamed Elwany 
(who did not participate in the fall) at num- 
ber four, freshman Chris Lopez at number 
five, and junior Marc Hayden at number six. 

Doubles combinations are Mazzotta and 
Johnson at number one, Layman and Lopez 
at number two and Hayden along with new- 
comer Weylu Chang at number three. 
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\ N Riis Rivé is just beginning his 
role as head men's coach, Jim 
Tressler is finally feeling he has 


settled into his job as head Crimson Tide 
women's coach. Tressler under went a bap- 
tism by fire last season, beginning the year 
as an assistant coach at Florida before taking 
over the squad in November, 1993. That was 
after the team had completed its abbreviated 
fall schedule, so he didn't see a player with a 
racquet in her hand until January, just weeks 
before the spring season got under way. 

Both Rivé and Tressler took over for 
coaches who had been successful and left 
Bama to return to their homes—Men's Coach 
John Kreis taking the job as head coach at 
his alma mater, Tennessee, and Women's 
Coach Karin Gaiser leaving the coaching 
field to return to her family’s business in 
Ohio. 

“I feel so different now,” Tressler said. “1 
feel more confident with my surroundings, 
my players, my team and with my position 
as head coach. | am much more confident 
and sure of myself and how I want to do 
things than I was a year ago. I’ve learned 
more about my coaching style, too; how | 
react to certain situations included. | think 
learning those things about yourself is an 
on-going process for a coach.” 

In Tressler's first time out the team he 
adopted finished 30th in the nation. They 
collected a 10-11 overall record in dual 
matches, but a fifth place SEC finish. He 
even managed to qualify a doubles team for 
nationals during the first five months of 
work. And unlike last year, when his team 
had been selected for him, Tressler is now 
building his own team. And he likes the 
team, 

“| didn’t recruit a lot of these girls, but 
they are very close to the team I'd have re- 
cruited myself," he said. “They have the 
same characteristics | would have looked 
for. They've got a good work ethic, they do 
well in school, and they are fun to be 
around. They are talented on the court and 
they're all motivated to be successful. I'm 
very fortunate that even though the majority 
of the players on my team are not players | 
recruited, they are the type | want.” 

The goals Tressler have set for this team 
include improving by at least one spot in the 
SEC. He also wants the team to break into 
the Top 20 nationally. And he believes those 
goals are attainable. 

“The players have a lot more confidence in 
themselves this year, and they're more re- 
laxed on the court,” he said. “They are final- 
ly believing they are a good team. They had 
a lot of close matches last year, and we had 


our ups and downs in those. But we lost 
only one player from that team, so we have 
more depth this year. More girls can step in 
and contribute. Our depth is going to be a 
factor. 

“During the fall, some of the girls had 
some good wins, beating players who were 
ranked above them. And some of them 
pulled out wins in close matches. That's 
where you see the difference; they're closing 
out and winning the close matches this year. 
Individually, they have picked out areas of 
their games that were weaknesses last year 
and have worked hard this year to improve 
in those areas.” 

Alabama's firepower in 1995 includes its 
NCAA qualifying doubles team, Hilde 
Otterman and Marouschka van Dijk. Van 
Dijk formed one half of Alabama's first All- 
America pairing when she and Titia 
Wilmink earned that title in 1993. 

“Marouschka and Hilde are returning 
NCAA qualifiers, and they are just getting 
better and better as the season goes on,” 
Tressler said. “In fact, the first overall had a 
pretty good fall. They know what they are 
capable of achieving and the consistency 
they need to achieve it. We started the dual 
season with a win against South Alabama in 
January, and that was a big confidence- 
booster. It helped them believe how good 
they could be, Last year we lost to South 
Alabama 6-3 and for us to beat them 6-3 this 
year shows how much better we are than at 
this time last year. 

“| don’t think any one player is going to 
carry us. And it’s better this way, Everyone 
gets a shot at being a hero. It's going to be a 
very team-oriented season for us.” 

Among those potential heroes for the 
women’s team are first of all Otterman, who 
turned in a major early season win when she 
rallied from down 6-0 and 3-0 in the second 
set to defeat the nation's third-ranked 
woman, Rachel Viollet of Miami. Otterman 
was ranked 86th in the nation in singles at 
the time, 

Because of the depth Tressler has on his 
women's squad, his lineup may change from 
match to match at seeds fourth through six, 
but he has solid talent at his top three as all 
three have played number one singles at one 
time or another. Behind Otterman has been 
Lori Smith (who has been ranked as high as 
50th) at number two, Van Dijk (ranked 
72nd) at number three, with Cantillon 
Brasington, Allison Eager and Erin 
Braeuning front runners for four through 
six. However, Monica Kervandjian and 
Daphne van Riet Paap will also figure into 
the lineup. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


Bama Looks For Big Men In Spring 


y Kirk McNair 


Tide involved with several 
top junior college players 


Ithough Alabama met a large part of 
A: immediate men's basketball needs 

in the early signing period when 
guards Brian Williams of Jeff Davis High 
School in Montgomery and Anton Reese of 
Lithonia (Georgia) High School were inked, 
the search for big men is on for the late sign- 
ing period. Bama also signed an inside play- 
er in the early period, Javares Anderson of 
Greenville. 


hile the attention is on football 

during the January recruiting peri- 

od and February signing time, all 
fall sports share the February 1 signing date. 
Alabama also has soccer and volleyball, both 
women's sports, as fall competitions. 
Coach Don Staley has added four new play- 
ers to his Alabama women’s soccer team. 
They are: 

Leah Formby of Acadania High School in 

Scott, Louisiana, is an honor student and 
class president. She has played sweeper, stop- 
per and middle halfback, earned all-state and 
was named her state’s most valuable defen- 
sive player, Her club team has won four state 
championships since she joined the team in 
1988. She chose Bama over Florida, Arkansas 
and SMU. 
Christine Miller, a 
midfielder from 
Fairhope, is also a 
basketball, volleyball 
and cross country 
performer. She is an 
exceptional student 
(4.5 grade point av- 
erage), Miss Fair- 
hope, homecoming 
queen and president 
of the National Honor Society. Her club team 
has won seven state championships. 

Kirstie Neidlinger is a defender/forward at 
Salem High School in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. The all-star player is also active in 


Christine Miller 
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Louis Moore 


Thalamus McGhee 


Alabama would like to sign two or three 
players in the spring signing period (April 
12-May 15). There are four Tiders—Jason 
Caffey, Jamal Faulkner, Artie Griffin and 
Terrence Bethel-who end their eligibility 
this year. Additionally, Brian Passink has 
elected to graduate and end his playing ca- 


Women’s Fall Sports Add Signees 


tennis, field hockey and track. She's been ac- 
tive with the Olympic Development Program. 

Tricia Pappalardo of Ridgewood (New 
Jersey) High School is her state's soccer player 
of the year. She led her team to a 20-2-4 
record as a senior and a record of 81-8-5 in 
her career. The midfielder earned All-America 
as a senior with 10 goals and three assists. She 
scored 35 career goals. She was on the Jersey 
United Team that won the Italy Cup, 

Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed has five new 
signees for Alabama’s women’s volleyball 
team. They are: 

Courtney Berkland is an All-America from 
Lincoln, Nebraska, and Lincoln East High 
School, a team of five seniors and one junior, 
the one junior the daughter of the head coach 
at Nebraska, the five seniors all of whom 
signed major college scholarships. Courtney 
was team captain. Lincoln East was ranked 
among the nation's top four teams. She's a 5-9 
right-side hitter. She was all-state and first 
team all-class. Courtney is the all-time leader 
at her high school in kills. Her club team is 
Sports Courts. She is also an outstanding 
track athlete who holds the National Junior 
Olympic pentathlon record. 

Lisa Bordes is a 5-7 setter from Lafayette, 
Louisiana, High School, the 1991-92 state 
champions and finalists the past two years. 
She was district most valuable player and All- 
Acadania MVP, all-state, and selected for the 
Louisiana all-star team. An outstanding stu- 
dent, she was presented the Heisman Scholar- 


reer, which opened up one scholarship. The 
question of whether Alabama will seek three 
players in the spring hinges on the academic 
progress of Anderson. 

Bama is checking the junior college ranks 
for big men. And when one thinks big, one 
thinks of Thalamus McGhee, 6-10, 298, 
from Trinity Junior College in Athens, 
Texas. McGhee, who was all-conference as a 
freshman, has led Coach Leon Spencer’s 
team to a 20-4 record. He has averaged 15.4 
points (shooting 57 per cent from the field 
and 69 per cent from the free throw line) 
and 9.6 rebounds per game. As a freshman 
he averaged 12.8 points and 9.5 rebounds. 

In addition to Alabama, the Houston na- 
tive is being recruited by Illinois, St. John’s, 
Michigan State and TCU. 

One of the nation’s top junior college play- 


Athlete Award. Her club team is Southern 
Spikers. She is also a concert pianist. Her fa- 
ther, David, played football at Tulane. 

Beth Cole is a 6-1 middle hitter from 
Belmont High School in Canterbury, New 
Hampshire. Her team was state champion the 
past two years and she was selected for the 
New Hampshire All-Star team. She is a two- 
time all-state performer. She was rookie o 
the year in 1992 and player of the year in 
1993 and 1994. Her sister, Jocelyn, plays for 
Providence. She plays club ball for Mass 
Patriots. 

Monica Davis of North Rockland High 
School in Thiells, New York is a six-foot 
swing hitter. (That's the same high school 
former Tide football star Derrick Lassic at- 
tended.) She earned all-state as a senior and 
her team was state runner-up. She's a 
National Honor Society student. She also 
plays for the Rockland Juniors Club. Both her 
parents are graduates of Tuskegee University 
in Alabama. 

Camille Gutierrez is a junior college signee 
from American River College in Sacramento, 
California. She's originally from Sacramento 
where she attended St. Francis High School. 
She's a 5-8 setter who was second team junior 
college All-America and All-Northern 
California. She also played club ball for 
Sacramento Valley. As a prep star she was all- 
state and her team won the state champi- 
onship. She also plays basketball at American 
River. —Donna Fromme 
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ers is playing in Alabama for Coach Ron 
Radford at Southern Union in Wadley. Louis 
Moore, 6-7, 215, plays both the small for- 
ward and power forward positions for 
Southern Union, but will be a wing player in 
college. Southern Union was 21-3 and 
ranked 13th in the nation as Moore has av- 
eraged 25 points and 9 rebounds per game. 

Moore, who is from Rock Hill, South 
Carolina, signed with East Carolina in 1993 
and played there his freshman year before 
suffering a broken foot that resulted in him 
being redshirted. He transferred to Southern 
Union this season, so he will have three 
years of eligibility remaining. His coach 
said, “He is being recruited by everyone. At 
the end of the season he'll narrow it down to 
three or four schools.” Among those in- 
volved with Moore are all Southeastern 
Conference teams, Indiana, Wisconsin, 
Washington and Washington State. 

Alabama doesn't have a history of overseas 
recruiting in men's basketball, but the Tide 
is apparently involved with a foreign player 
who is performing at Three Rivers 
Community College in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri. Coach Gene Bess has turned out a 
number of top players (including former 
Tide star and current NBA All-Pro Latrell 
Sprewell) and this year one of his top per- 
formers is Sunday Adebayo, who is original- 
ly from Nigeria. 

Adebayo, 6-6, 215, is a power forward 
who is averaging 20 points and 11 rebounds 
per game for sixth-ranked Three Rivers (25- 
3). Assistant Coach Brian Bess said Adebayo 
will pick out a few schools to visit at the end 
of the season. Among those recruiting 
Adebayo are Arkansas, Kentucky, St. John's, 
California, Cincinnati and Kansas. 

Alabama is also involved with at least one 
high school player, Kendrick Spruel is a 6-9, 
190-pound star at Redemptorist High 
School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Although 
he is an inside player for Coach David Laird, 
he will be a small forward in college, Laird 
said. “He is a good outside shooter, runs the 
floor very well, and dribbles it pretty well 
for a guy his size,” Laird said. 

Spruel has averaged 17 points, 8.5 re- 
bounds and 2 blocked shots per game in 
leading Redemptorist to an undefeated sea- 
son in district play and an overall record of 
29-6. 

Laird said that the two leading schools in 
recruiting Spruel have been Alabama and 
Florida. Spruel is also hearing from 
Syracuse, Seton Hall, UCLA, Houston and 
Mississippi State. Noticeably absent is LSU, 
although LSU Head Coach Dale Brown did 
attend a recent Redemptorist game. 
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And An Update On The Early Signees 

he top priority for Alabama's men’s basketball team in the early recruiting period was 

| to land the number one player in Alabama, point guard Brian Williams of Montgomery 
Jeff Davis High School. 

Williams has shown in his senior season that he is everything the Tide thought he was. The 
6-2 point guard has averaged 23 points and 4 assists per game in leading Coach Wilbert 
Hamilton's team to the state's top ranking in 6A and to national prominence (18th in the 
USA Today national prep poll, 12th in the ESPN poll). Jeff Davis had a 27-1 record entering 
the state playoffs. 

Hamilton said that Scholastic Coach magazine had informed him Williams has been named 
the Gatorade Player of the Year in Alabama. 

Coach Eric Mance of Lithonia (Georgia) High School has his team in the playoffs, too, but 
his squad suffered a bitter blow when Tide signee Anton Reese was injured in early January. 
Reese had led his team to a 12-3 record in its first 15 games when he suffered torn ligaments 
in his foot. Mance said Reese, 6-3, had under gone surgery but is now out of his cast and in 
rehabilitation. If the team can win a few games in the playoffs, there was a chance Reese 
might be able to return to the team this year, he said. 

Reese, a shooting guard, was averaging 22.5 points per game prior to his injury. 

Although Javares Anderson of Greenville was ranked as the fifth top prospect in Alabama by 
the Birmingham Post-Herald, he was still a relative unknown when Alabama signed him. He is 
a 6-9, 190-pounder. The question is less a matter of basketball skills than academic achieve- 
ment. Even though the NCAA has delayed implementation of higher academic requirements 
for athletes, Anderson has not yet qualified, according to Greenville Head Coach Raymond 
Phillips. He said if Anderson did not qualify, he would attend junior college. 

Asa senior Anderson has averaged 12.3 points, 9.1 rebounds and 6 blocked shots per game. 
He shot 56 per cent from the field, but only 46 per cent on free throws. —Kirk MeNair 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


Looking Ahead 

In keeping with tradition, "BAMA presents 
the first list of the top upcoming senior foot- 
ball prospects in the state of Alabama. 
Although this list will be revised several 
times over the next nine months, historical- 
ly the initial list we have provided each 
March has proved to be a pretty good one. 
Early reports are that the number of quality 
prospects in Alabama will be greater next 
year than was the case this year. Here are the 
early top prospects by position: 

Quarterback—Tamaurice Martin, Mobile 
Williamson; defensive backs—Shawn 
McCorkle, Dothan Northview; Mondale 
Bates, Leighton Colbert County; Telly Embry, 
Sylacauga B.B. Comer; Courtney Rose, Town 
Creek Hazlewood; running backs—Karriece 
Davis, Dothan Northview; Tim Bowens, 
Killen Brooks; Terrence Parrish, Theodore; 
Phillip Jones, Brewton W.S. Neal; tight 
end-Javeris Johnson, Anniston; lineback- 
ers—Quinto Caver, Anniston; Anthony Rabb, 
Prichard Vigor; James Pitts, Phenix City 
Central; Russell Nicoll, West Point; defensive 
linemen—Gorman Thornton, Montgomery 
Jeff Davis; Kenny Smith, Stevenson North 
Jackson; Kevin Thrasher, Alexandria; Kevin 
Malone, Oxford; offensive linemen—Colin 
Sears, Russellville; Shante Knight, Alexander 
City Benjamin Russell; Kelvis White, 
Courtland; and wide receivers—Dennison 
Robinson, Mobile Murphy, and Joey 
Hamilton, Greenville. 

Gorman Thornton is the brother of former 
Tider George, while Kelvis White is the 
brother of current Bama [ootballer Laron. 


Schedule Change 

The Alabama Athletics Department has 
down-played the City of Birmingham's deci- 
sion to move Bama out of Legion Field for 
one football game this year, Indeed, the offi- 
cial statement from The University said 
Alabama will resume its normal schedule of 
three games in Birmingham in 1996. While 
news reports from Birmingham said the 
city’s Park and Recreation Board told 
Alabama it would be unable to play its 
October 28 game against North Texas in 
Legion Field because the city was commit- 
ted to the annual Magic City Classic, pitting 
Alabama State against Alabama A&M, the 
official statement from Alabama said: 

“Due to a conflict of schedules at Legion 
Field, and by mutual agreement with the City 
of Birmingham, The University of Alabama 
announced that the Tide would play two 
games at Legion Field and five games at 
Tuscaloosa’s Bryant-Denny Stadium during 
the 1995 season. The University will resume 
the normal three-game schedule in 1996.” 
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North Texas was put on the schedule to re- 
place Louisiana Tech, which asked out of its 
game against Bama because the Bulldogs 
faced a scheduling conflict after joining the 
Big West Conference. 

There has been much speculation that 
Alabama will be moving all of its home games 
to Tuscaloosa as soon as the first of three ad- 
ditions are made to Bryant-Denny Stadium. 
The first of those additions, boosting Bryant- 
Denny capacity to about 80,000 (Legion 
Field seats about 83,000) could be completed 
by 1996, and will almost certainly be done by 
1997. Alabama has a contract to play three 
games each year (including the Tennessee 
and Auburn games when Bama’s home 
games) in Legion Field through 2001, but it 
is believed the contract can be terminated. 

Until Bryant-Denny Stadium’s capacity is 
raised, Alabama needs to play in 
Birmingham in order to meet its ticket re- 
quests and have enough tickets to insure 
continued reasonable numbers of tickets to 
the Tennessee and Auburn games when 
Alabama is the visiting team. 

Incidentally, last month's ’BAMA said the 
proposed first expansion of Bryant-Denny, 
the South end zone addition, would be fol- 
lowed by the East side addition and then the 
North end zone expansion. Newer informa- 
tion is that both end zones will be expanded 
before the sideline addition is made. The en- 
lire project-which is not yet officially as- 
sured—will put Bryant-Denny Stadium ca- 
pacity at about 100,000. 

The only 1995 Alabama game with a set 
starting time is the homecoming contest 
against North Carolina State October 7, 
which will begin at 2:30 p.m. CDT. All other 
kickoff times will be determined by televi- 
sion coverage, 

Alabama's complete 95 football schedule: 

September 2 at Vanderbilt, September 9 
Southern Miss in Birmingham, September 
16 Arkansas in Tuscaloosa, September 30 at 
Georgia, October 7 North Carolina State in 
Tuscaloosa, October 14 Tennessee in 
Birmingham, October 21 at Ole Miss, 
October 28 North Texas in Tuscaloosa, 
November 4 LSU in Tuscaloosa, November 
11 Mississippi State in Tuscaloosa, and 
November 18 at Auburn, 

The SEC Championship Game will be in 
Atlanta December 2. 


Final Places 

The 1994 Alabama football team had the na- 
tion's third best record (12-1) behind champi- 
on Nebraska and runner-up Penn State, but 
the Tide finished fourth in the final coaches’ 
poll by USA Today and CNN and [ilth in the 
Associated Press poll of sportswriters and 


sportscasters. However, there are a few other 
polls. USA Today also cooperates in a final poll 
conducted by the National Football Hall of 
Fame and in that one Alabama was third. The 
Tide was also third in a poll of college football 
fans (who pay a membership fee for the privi- 
lege of voting). 

Bama didn’t fare as well in two computer- 
based polls, both of which selected Penn 
State as national champion. The Jelf Sagarin 
Computer Ratings had Alabama eighth, 
while the New York Times Computer 
Ranking had Alabama seventh. 


All-Americans 

The All-American Football Foundation of 
Jackson, Mississippi, waited until all 
games-—including bowl games—had been 
played before announcing its All-American 
Team, and two Alabama players were select- 
ed to the team. Jay Barker was named quar- 
terback, while Michael Proctor was the 
placekicker. 

Additionally, Barker and Alcorn State 
quarterback Steve McNair were named the 
first Colonel Earl (Red) Blaik Leadership 
Award winners by the group, which also se- 
lected a Little All-American Team and 
named a number of coaches, administrators 
and others involved in football for various 
awards. All were honored in February at a 
banquet in Biloxi. 

Jimmie McDowell, longtime executive di- 
rector of the National Football Foundation 
and Hall of Fame, is the president of the All- 
American Football Foundation. 


Jerome Barker 

Few, if any, Alabama football players have 
been as popular as Jay Barker, and when his 
father, Jerome, died unexpectedly at age 52 
on February 12, even those who had not 
known Jay or his father except through 
Alabama football were affected. The family 
has requested that memorial donations be 
made to Gideon International. 

Jay was in Indianapolis, Indiana, where he 
had under gone physical and psychological 
tests at the National Football League 
Scouting Combine when he learned of his 
father's death. Other Alabama football play- 
ers hoping to be drafted April 22-23 who 
were in Indianapolis were halfback Sherman 
Williams, fullback Tarrant Lynch, defensive 
end Dameian Jeffries, and defensive backs 
Tommy Johnson and Sam Shade. 

Williams had to leave the combine early 
when an revealed he may have an enlarged 
heart. He was to under go tests in Mobile 
and Tuscaloosa. 

Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings flew 
to Birmingham from Texas after learning of 
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the death. Stallings was participating in the 
NCAA's College Football Forum in Irving, 
Texas. The coaches joined administrators and 
members of the media for discussions on aca- 
demic standards, cost containment, benefits 
for student-athletes, violence in sports and a 
Division 1-A football championship. 

Other coaches taking part were Joe Paterno 
of Penn State, Pat Sullivan of TCU, Frank 
Beamer of Virginia Tech, Fisher DeBerry of 
Air Force, Fred Goldsmith of Duke, Steve 
Logan of East Carolina and Bill Snyder of 
Kansas State. 


Pro Day 

Alabama football players (past and upcom- 
ing seniors) who think they have a future in 
the National Football League will get a chance 
to show what they can do in various events 
(40-yard dash, bench press, jumps and agility 
drills) for dozens of professional football 
scouts on March 20 when the scouts come to 
Tuscaloosa for what is known as Pro Day. 


Great Touchdowns 

The National Football League’s NFL Films 
has produced a highlight tape, “100 Greatest 
Touchdowns.” Five of those 100 all-time 
greatest touchdowns in professional football 
history were produced by former Alabama 
players. 

Four of them are by quarterbacks, two by 
Kenny Stabler and one each by Bart Starr and 
Joe Namath. The filth was a defensive touch- 
down, a play on the order of George Teague's 
famous theft in the 1992 Sugar Bowl against 
Miami. 

Russ Craft, 76 and living in retirement in 
Wellsburg, West Virginia, was a Bama half- 
back in the early 1940s. After service in 
World War II he joined the Philadelphia 
Eagles as a defensive back and played eight 
years, then played two more years in 
Pittsburgh. His touchdown in “100 Greatest 
Touchdowns” came against Los Angeles. Bob 
Waterfield completed a pass to Elroy 
“Crazylegs” Hirsch at the Rams’ 20. Craft 
took the ball away from Hirsch and took it 
into the end zone. 

Last fall Craft was named to the Eagles’ all- 
time team. 


Career Path 

Help WANTED: DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS FOR 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY. PLAYING CAREER AT 
ALABAMA PREFERRED. 

Well, that's not really what the ad said. But 
when Dave Hart was selected last month as 
FSUss new athletics director, it continued some- 
thing of a rend, Vaughn Mancha, a member of 
the College Football Hall of Fame for his 1944- 
47 All-America career at Bama, served as FSU’s 
athletics director from 1959 through 1971. 
Hootie Ingram, Bama's current director of ath- 
letics, came to that post in 1989 alter a nine- 
year stint in the same position at FSU. Ingram 
was an all-conference football player for Bama 
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(1951-54) and also played baseball for the 
Tide. Hart's playing career at Bama was not as 
distinguished as that of Mancha or Ingram as 
he was a little-used guard for the Crimson Tide 
basketball team 1969-70. 


Diving Success 

This year the SEC Swimming and Diving 
Championships were divided, the diving 
events held at Lexington, Kentucky, the 
swimming events at Columbia, South 
Carolina. Alabama dominated the diving 
competition with sophomore Rafael Alvarez 
earning Diver of the Year honors by winning 
on both one-meter and 10-meter boards, se- 
nior Jill Tappen becoming only the fourth 
Alabama woman diver to take a champi- 
onship by winning on the 10-meter board, 
and Tide Diving Coach Pat Greenwell earning 
his third SEC Diving Coach of the Year title. 


Select Company 

Alabama Head Women's Basketball Coach 
Rick Moody has been named a finalist for the 
BAN/Naismith Women's Basketball Coach of 
the Year award, presented by the Atlanta 
Tipoff Club. The winner will be named 
March 26. 


On National Team 

Jessica Fry, a freshman runner at Alabama, 
has qualified to be a member of the United 
States Team for the World Cross Country 
Championships, to be run in England March 
25. Fry, the SEC runner-up last fall, was 
struck by a car last November. 

Fry's Alabama freshman teammate, Carrie 
Garritson, is an alternate for the team. 


SEC All-Sports Awards 

Although the Southeastern Conference 
elected to discontinue its All-Sports competi- 
tion beginning this year, as expected the 
awards will continue. Newspapers first began 
charting all-around athletics success in the 
SEC and the conference office hopped on the 
bandwagon a few years later, in the mid- 
1970s. Now newspapers again will name the 
all-sports winners in men’s and women's ath- 
letics. The New York Times Regional 
Newspaper Group will present the awards 
this year. In addition to presenting awards to 
the schools with the best men’s program and 
the best women’s program, there will also be 
an award to the school with the most success- 
ful overall program. 

Unlike a change made by the SEC, a 
school's score will now be based on the total 
points it earns by its finish in a sport (12 
points for first, 11 for second, etc.) divided 
by the number of sports. Under the SEC 
guidelines a school got no points for sports in 
which it did not compete and the winner was 
determined by total points, virtually eliminat- 
ing Ole Miss, Mississippi State and Vanderbilt 
(which do not compete in all sports) from the 
race. No sport can be dropped (an aspect 


added by the SEC). However, a school on 
probation and ineligible for the champi- 
onship in a sport will receive no points. Cross 
country and indoor and outdoor track will be 
counted as one sport with cross country and 
indoor track each counting 25 per cent of the 
total, outdoor half the total. 

Through the fall sports, Alabama had a sec- 
ond in both football and women’ soccer and a 
sixth in women's volleyball. Florida has domi- 
nated all-sports competition in recent years. 


National All-Sports 

The National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics presents the Sears 
Directors’ Cup to the school with the nation’s 
top all-around athletics program. 

Through the conclusion of fall sports 
Alabama ranked 16th, which was best among 
SEC schools. Florida was 17th, the only other 
SEC school in the top 25. Penn State had the 
nation’s top all-around athletics program 
through the conclusion of fall events. 


Duke A Replacement 

If the major league baseball players’ strike 
continues, former Alabama catcher Doug 
Duke might get a little help towards medical 
school expenses. Duke, an All-America catch- 
er at Alabama in 1986, has signed as a re- 
placement player with the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
Duke, 28, reached the Triple A level with the 
Montreal Expos before leaving the game sev- 
eral years ago. Duke said he was [first ap- 
proached about becoming a replacement 
player by Steve Fleming, a former Alabama 
assistant coach who now scouts for 
Pittsburgh. He was to report to the 
Bradenton, Florida, training camp on 
February 15. 

Duke, who would earn $115,000 if he plays 
for the Pirates the entire season, has been 
taking pre-med courses at The University. 

He has the Alabama record for career home 
runs with 50, set in three years of play. 


Soccer Team Honored 

The Alabama women's soccer team, which 
was revived last fall, broke several team 
records with its 13-5-1 record, including wins 
(13), goals scored (36) and shutouts (10). 
Sophomore goalkeeper Amy Pseja, whose 
goals against average of .50 was second best 
in the nation, was named most valuable play- 
er at the team's awards banquet. She also re- 
ceived honors as second team All-South, All- 
Southeastern Conference, AII-SEC 
Tournament, All-SEC Academic and Soccer 
News Elite Eleven. 

Freshman Sue Brown was named defensive 
most valuable and freshman Taylor Eubank 
offensive most valuable. Eubank was also All- 
SEC and All-Tournament. 

Cari Higgins received the Coaches’ Award 
for overall leadership. Freshman walk-on 
Gene Jones, an Academic All-SEC selection, 
won the Most Improved Award. 
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1994-95 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men’s Basketball 
Date Opponent Time 
80 Croatia (exh.) 41 


Pre-Season NIT 
(single elimination tournament) 


79 Kansas State 48 
69 New Mexico State 86 
75 Verich Reps (exh.) 62 
75 @ Virginia Commonwealth 57 
77 Florida International 54 
95 Florida A&M 48 
73 Central Florida 60 
68 @ Tulane (ESPN) 72 
Otis Spunkmeyer Classic @ Oakland, Calif. 
83 TCU 64 
76 California 73 (OT) 
86 Central Connecticut State 39 
74 @ Vanderbilt 75 (OT) 
93 Virginia Military 67 
74 @ Ole Miss 60 
ol South Carolina (J-P) 59 
61 LSU (ESPN) 74 
68 Mississippi State (J-P) 64 
88 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 70 
69 @ Tennessee 46 
65 Auburn (J-P) 63 
58 Georgia (J-P) 72 
65 Southern Miss 60 
74 @LSU 66 
80 Arkansas (J-P) 86 
86 @ Auburn 73 
Feb. 21 Kentucky (ESPN) 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25 @ Florida (J-P) 2 p.m. 
March 1 Ole Miss 7:30 p.m. 
March 4 @ Mississippi State 7 p.m. 


March 9- SEC Tournament 
March 12 @ Atlanta 


all times central 


Men's Swimming & Diving 


Date Opponent Opp. Score/ 
UA Score Result 
71 @ Kentucky 42 
70 Louisville @ Lexington 43 
193 Cincinnati @ Lexington 63 
140 @ LSU 102 
141 South Carolina 99 


Rammer Jammer Invitational 
Alabama 832.5, Miami 680.5, Clemson 669, 
Northeast Louisiana 590.5, FSU 512,5 


73 Clemson 40 
83 Northeast Louisiana 30 
114 Georgia 129 
87 Auburn 147 
110 @ Florida 132 
103 @ Tennessee 129 
SEC Diving Championships 
@ Lexington Ist 
SEC Swimming Championships 
@ Columbia, S.C. Sth 


March 4 Auburn Invitational 
March 9- NCAA Zone Diving 
March 11 @ Lexington, Ky. 
March 23-NCAA Championships 
March 25 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 


all times central 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time 
103 Uralmash, Russia (exh.) 91 
67 Athletes In Action (exh.) 42 
Alabama/Sheraton Capstone Classic 

73 Villanova 57 
90 Grambling 70 
California-Irvine Invitational @ Irvine, Calif. 

74 Colorado State 62 
105 Notre Dame 87 
93 Arkansas 79 
Texas-Arlington Invitational @ Arlington, Texas 

102 Lamar 50 
99 Texas-Arlington 62 
99 Middle Tennessee State 70 

St. John’ Invitational @ Jamaica, N.Y. 

76 San Diego State 79 
119 North Carolina-Ashville 46 
102 East Tennessee State 64 
73 @ Maine 75 
71 Vanderbilt (ESPN) 63 
84 Illinois 47 
88 @ Florida 97 
67 @ Georgia 91 
85 South Carolina 62 
70 @ Auburn 86 
90 @\sSU 60 
95 Central Florida 63 
44 Tennessee (SportsSouth) 95 
56 @ Louisiana Tech 72 
68 @ Kentucky 62 
76 @ Mississippi State 55 
Feb. 25 Ole Miss 7 p.m 

Feb, 27 Tennessee State 7 p.m 


March 3- SEC Tournament 
March 6 @ Chattanooga 


all times central 


Women’s Swimming & Diving 


Date/_/ Opponent Opp. Score/ 
UA Score Result 
65 @ Kentucky 48 
70 Louisville @ Lexington 43 
205 Cincinnati @ Lexington 86 
138 @ LSU 105 


Rammer Jammer Invitational 
Alabama 1058.5, Miami 641, Clemson 


627.5, FSU 584 

91 Clemson 22 
100 Georgia 131 
151 Northwestern 92 
ll Auburn 132 
96 @ Florida 137 
85 @ Tennessee 154 

SEC Diving Championships 

@ Lexington 4th 

SEC Swimming Championships 

@ Columbia, S.C. 6th 


March 4 Auburn Invitational 
March 9- NCAA Zone Diving 
March L1 @ Lexington, Ky. 
March 16-NCAA Championships 
March 18 @ Austin, Texas 


all times central 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent Time 
193.825 @ Auburn 189.625 
193.900 @ Penn State 193.025 
193.900 Oregon State@ Penn St. 191.550 
194.8 Kentucky 191.425 
196.7. LSU 195.550 
194.825 @ Georgia 196.2 
195.875 Arizona State 193.625 
195.875 Illinois State 187.975 
Feb, 26 @ SE Missouri State 2 p.m. 


Feb. 26 Missouri at Cape Girardeau 2 p.m. 


Mar.4 Georgia 7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 10 @ Florida 7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 17 Auburn 7:30 p.m. 


Mar, 25 SEC Championships @ Gainesville 
April 8 NCAA Regional Championships 
April 20- NCAA Championships 

April 22 @ Athens, Ga. 


all times central 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event Result 
Jan. 14 Saluki Invitational 

@ Carbondale, Ill. 2nd 
Jan. 22 Barnett Bank Invitational 

@ Gainesville NS 
Feb. 4 Wildcat Classic 

@ Lexington NS 
Feb. 11 Illini Invitational 

@ Urbana, Ill. NS 
Feb. 25-26 SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 
March 2 NCAA Qualifiers Meet 

@ Gainesville 
March 4 USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 


March 10-11 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor Track 


Date Event Result 
Jan. 14 Saluki Invitational 

@ Carbondale, Ill. 4th 
Jan. 22 Barnett Bank Invitational 

@ Gainesville NS 
Feb. 4 Wildcat Classic 

@ Lexington NS 
Feb. 11 Ulini Invitational 

@ Urbana, Ill. NS 
Feb. 25-26 SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 
March 2 NCAA Qualifiers Meet 

@ Gainesville 
March 4 USATF Championships 

@ Alanta 


March 10-11 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Baseball 

Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Score Opp. Score 
2 Middle Tennessee 1 (11 innings) 
6 Middle Tennessee 2 
Feb. 21 Troy State 6 p.m. 
Feb. 24 Northeast Louisiana 7 p.m. 
Feb. 25 Northeast Louisiana 7 p.m. 
Feb. 26 Northeast Louisiana 2 p.m. 
Feb, 28 Austin Peay 2 p.m. 
Mar.1 @ Samford 2 p.m, 
Mar.4 Penn State 2 p.m, 
Mar.5 Penn State 2 p.m. 
Mar.6 _— Penn State 2 p.m. 
Mar.8 West Florida 

Continental Aggie Classic 

@ College Station, Texas 
Mar.10 @ Texas ASM 7 p.m. 
Mar. 11 New Mexico 10 a.m. 
Mar. 11 Illinois lL p.m. 
Mar. 12 New Mexico 10 a.m. 
Mar. 13 Illinois 10 a.m. 
Mar.13 @ Texas ASM 8 p.m. 
Mar. 17 Western Michigan 7 p.m. 
Mar. 18 Western Michigan 7 p.m. 
Mar. 19 Western Michigan 2 p.m. 
Mar. 21 South Alabama 7 p.m. 
Mar. 22 South Alabama 2 p.m. 
Mar. 24 South Carolina 7 p.m. 
Mar. 25 South Carolina 2 p.m 
Mar. 26 South Carolina 2 p.m 
Mar. 29 Auburn @ Hoover 6 p.m 
Mar. 31 Florida 7 p.m 
Aprill Florida 2 p.m 
April2 Florida 2 p.m 
April4 Auburn @ Huntsville 7 p.m 
April5 Samford 7 p.m 
April7 @ Tennessee 6 p.m 
April& @ Tennessee 3 p.m 
April9 @ Tennessee lp.m 
Aprilll @Alabama-Birmingham 6 p.m 
April 12 Alabama-Birmingham 7 p.m 
April 14 @ Mississippi State 7 p.m 
April 15 @ Mississippi State 2 p.m 
Aprill6 @ Mississippi State 2p.m 
April 19 Livingston 7 p.m 
April 21 Ole Miss 7 p.m 
April 22 Ole Miss 2 p.m 
April 23. Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
April 25 @ Notre Dame 7 p.m 
April 26 @ Notre Dame 5 p.m 
April 28 @LSU 7 p.m 
April 29 @LSU 2pm 
April 30 @LSU 2p.m 
May5 = Arkansas 7 p.m 
May6 = Arkansas 2 p.m 
May7 = Arkansas 2 p.m 
May LO @ Middle Tennessee 6 p.m 
May 12 Auburn@Montgomery 6pm 
May 13) @ Auburn 6 p.m 
May 14 @ Auburn 1:30 p.m 
May 18- SEC Tournament 
May 21 @Starkville 


1995 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


all times central 
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Men's Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Score Opp. Score 
0 @ Miami 7 
2 Pepperdine @ Miami 5 
7 Southern Miss 0 
3 Southwest Louisiana 4 
SEC-Big 10 Challenge @ Knoxville 
2 Minnesota 5 
Ohio Slate 
Feb, 26  Alabama-Birmingham 1 p.m. 
March 11 Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
March 16- Blue-Grey Championships 
March 19 @ Montgomery 
March 22 Tennessee 2 p.m. 
March 25 Middle Tennessee 9 a.m. 
@ Nashville 
March 27 @ Kentucky 1 p.m. 
March 29 @ Vanderbilt 9:30 a.m. 
April 1 @ Florida ll a.m. 
April 4 Auburn 3 pm. 
April 9 Arkansas 1 p.m. 
Aprill4¢ @ Georgia 1 p.m. 
Aprill15  @ South Carolina ll am. 
Aprill9 Mississippi State 4 p.m. 
April22 LSU 1 p.m. 
April 27- SEC Championships 
April30 @ Baton Rouge 
May 12-14 NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 28  @Athens, Georgia 
all times central 
Men's Golf 
Date Event Result 
Feb. 18- Gator Invitational 
Feb.19  @ Gainesville 
Feb. 24 — Queen's Harbour Intercollegiate 
Feb, 26 @ Jacksonville, Fla. 
Mar. 24- — Southeastern Intercollegiate 
Mar.26 @ Montgomery 
Mar. 31- Carpet Capital Classic 
April2 | @ Dalton, Georgia 
April 21- Billy Hitchcock Intercollegiate 
April23.)  @ Auburn 
May 12- SEC Championships 
May 14 ~=@ Vanderbilt 
May 18-20 NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
May 3l- | NCAA Championships 
June 3 @ Columbus, Ohio 
Men's Track & Field 
Date Event Result 
Mar. 24- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 26 @ Tuscaloosa 
April6-  — Sea Ray Relays 
April 8 @ Knoxville 
Aprill5 = SEC Six-Way 
@ Starkville 
April22 Crimson Classic 
@ Tuscaloosa 
April 28- Drake Relays 
Apr. 29 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 7 Auburn Invitational 
May 18- SEC Championships 
May 21 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 31- | NCAA Championships 
June 3 @ Knoxville 
June 14- USA Championships 
June l7 @TBA 


Women's Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Score Opp. Score 
6 South Alabama 3 
Feb. 2- Rolex National Indoors 
Feb. 5 @ Dallas 
6 Miami 1 
5 Alabama-Birmingham 2 
4 Clemson 5 
6 @ Indiana 1 
Feb.19 @ Notre Dame ll am. 
Feb. 23- _ ITA National Team Indoors 
Feb, 26 @ Madison, Wisconsin 
Mar. 1 Mobile College 1 p.m. 
Mar. 4 Syracuse @ Kansas 1 p.m. 
Mar. 5 @ Kansas 11:30 a.m. 
Mar. 7 South Carolina 1 p.m. 
Mar. 9 @ Auburn Noon 
Mar. 11 Tennessee 10 a.m, 
Mar.25  @Ole Miss ll am. 
Mar.27 @LSU 2 p.m. 
Mar.29 @ Kentucky 2:30 p.m, 
April 8 @ Georgia ll a.m. 
Aprill2 Mississippi State 2 p.m. 
Aprill5 = Arkansas 11 a.m. 
April l6 Florida 10 a.m. 
April 23 Vanderbilt Noon 
April 26- SEC Championships 
April30  @ Auburn 
May 12- NCAA Championships 
May 20 @ Pepperdine, California 
all times central 

Women's Golf 
Date Event Result 
Mar. 3- _ Lady Gator Invitational 
Mar. 5 @ Gainesville 
Mar. 17- —LSU-Fairwoods Invitational 
Mar.19 @ Baton Rouge 
Mar. 24- South Carolina Intercollegiate 
Mar.26 @Columbia 
April 14- | Women’s Southern Intercollegiate 
Aprill6 @ Athens, Ga. 
April 21- SEC Championships 
April 23 @ Columbia 
May ll- NCAA Regionals 
May 13 @Memphis 
May 24- | NCAA Championships 
May 27. = @ Wilmington, N.C. 


Women's Track & Field 


Date Event Result 
Mar. 24- Alabama Relays 
Mar.26 @ Tuscaloosa 
April 6- Sea Ray Relays 
April 8 @ Knoxville 
Aprill5 = SEC Six-Way 

@ Starkville 
April22 Crimson Classic 

@ Tuscaloosa 
April 28- Drake Relays 
Apr.29 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 7 Auburn Invitational 
May 18- SEC Championships 
May 21 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 31- © NCAA Championships 
June 3 @ Knoxville 
June 14- USA Championships 
June 17 @TBA 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


EMA crsco MEDIA 


801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 
(205) 323-1508 


“Pardon me. 
Would you kindly 
explain that call?” 


Yi ] Please send me one year (24 issues) 
es e of 'BAMA for only $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed for subscriptions. 


Alabama residents add e ach order. 
Overseas add $10.00 eac 


Make check payable to: "BAMA Magizine 
P.O. Box 6104 


Our Subscribers Know Le 


SOROS HEHEHE SEE EEE SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES 


| What He Really Said. Sage alee 


- < Faas . et: Bank Card # Exp. 
Bama Magazine has been giving Alabama fans the inside story ‘on all aspects 

: of Crimson. Tide football since 1979. Our readers get the facts and figures, Signature 
but also get the story behind the story. We profile the stars and the stars-to- PLEASE PRINT. 


be, coaches, and even the stars of yesteryear as we remember Alabama tradi- 
tion. And for the best and most accurate recruiting information, nothing 
compares. A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines and 14 
newsletters mailed first class. We don’t stop with football season, either. 
Keep up with all Alabama sports, August through May. Great gilt idea, too! 


Renewal C) 


ISDE THE CRMISCN TICE 


Denny Chimes, perhaps the most 
recognizable structure on the Alabama 
campus, is the initial issue of the 
University of Alabama Collection by 
Collegiate Collectables™. This 
handpainted ceramic collectible, with 
issue size strictly limited to 3000 pieces, 
has been meticulously designed and 
crafted. Individual pieces are produced 
only during the year of issuance after 
which production is halted and the 
molds destroyed. 


Denny 
Galante 
IS 
FOr 


Denny Chimes will be a beautiful 
addition to your home or office and a 
perfect way to show the pride you have 
for Alabama. Additional buildings and 
landmarks will be produced and 
released annually, each limited in issue 
size to protect the value and 
collectability of each piece. 


In addition, each Collegiate Collectable™ 
is officially licensed and authorized by 
the institution. Revenues generated 
by licensed products assist the 
university in carrying out its 
educational mission through 
scholarships and 
academic programs. 


Not Shown Actual Size 


$69 95 


(Shipping and Handling add $7.50) 
(AL Residents add 8% Sales Tax) 


P.O. Drawer 360207 + Birmingham, AL 35236 
Also Available: Samford Hall, Auburn University 


Call 1-800-240-7667 or 


Available At _ 


